W Ref. Ares(2023)8794856 - 21/12/2023

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

* Kk

MARKETS UNION

* % 5%
*

*
) N ¢ .
i General Affairs

Policy planning and implementation, inter-institutional relations

Brussels

Mr Thibault COIGNIEZ
e-mail: ask+request-13885-
44835331@asktheeu.org

Subject:  Your application for access to documents — EASE 2023/7022
Dear Mr Coigniez,

We refer to your email of 23 November 2023 (Ares(2023)8057537) registered as an
application for request to access to documents on 26 November 2023 under the above
mentioned reference number.

In short, you have requested access to all documentation from the past two years (so from
23/11/2021 onwards), especially all information on the meetings held with "Federated
Hermes Limited” on 24/2/2022 and on 28/4/2022 and the meeting held with "MSCI
Limited" on 13/4/2023.

Your application concerns a very large number of documents, which need to be retrieved
and assessed individually. Many of these documents originate from third parties who need
to be consulted and requested agreement for disclosure. Such processing cannot be carried
out within the normal time limits set out in Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

Furthermore, Article 6(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 provides for a possibility to
confer with the applicant informally with a view to finding a fair solution when an
application relates to a very long document or concerns a very large number of documents.
In such cases, the applicant may specify the application by narrowing down its subject
matter or timeframe covered to reduce it to a more manageable number of documents.

To help you in narrowing the scope of your application, so we can respond to your request
in a reasonable period of time, we would like to propose that your request covers only the
following documents:

- documents concerning the meetings held with "Federated Hermes Limited" on
24/2/2022 and on 28/4/2022;

- documents concerning the meeting held with "MSCI Limited" on 13/4/2023; and

- documents concerning other meetings with the organizations: "MSCI Limited" and
"Federated Hermes Limited" held in 2023, including, but not limited to, attendance
lists, agendas, background papers, minutes/notes and email correspondence.
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In the absence of a reply to our proposal as formulated above within five working days,
we will unilaterally restrict the scope of your application as explained.

Regarding the rest of your request, you can lodge (a) new request(s) limiting as much as
possible their scope in order to help us serve you in the most efficient way. We thank you
in advance for your cooperation.

Thank you in advance for your understanding.
Yours faithfully,
DG FISMA
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