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Dear President, CQ И

The Commission has today agreed to send a letter and an information note to the Council 
regarding the procedure under Article 7(1) of the Treaty on European Union in relation to 
Poland, expressing its intention to withdraw its reasoned proposal.

On 20 December 2017 the Commission concluded that there was a clear risk of a serious 
breach of the rule of law in Poland and presented a reasoned proposal to the Council to 
adopt a decision under Article 7(1) determining that there is such a risk. The procedure has 
been ongoing for over six years, with the state of play discussed and formal hearings held 
at several General Affairs Councils.

Early this year, Poland made a clear statement of intent to address the issues set out in the 
reasoned proposal. On 20 February 2024, the Polish Government presented an Action Plan 
on the Rule of Law in Poland in the General Affairs Council, aimed at addressing the long­
standing concerns regarding the rule of law and judicial independence set out in the 
Commission 5 reasoned proposal. Poland also recognised the primacy of EU law and 
committed to a full implementation of the rulings of the Court of Justice of the EU and of 
the European Court of Human Rights relating to the rule of law, including judicial 
independence.

The adoption of a clear programme in the form of the Action Plan and the fact that first 
steps have already been taken for its implementation, together with the acknowledgement 
by Poland that rule of law shortcomings exist which need to be addressed are directly 
relevant to the assessment of the risk. Having examined all these factors, the Commission 
concludes that there is no longer a clear risk of a serious breach of the rule of law in Poland 
within the meaning of Article 7(1 ) of the Treaty on European Union.
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As a consequence, the Commission intends to withdraw its reasoned proposal, as it 
considers that the conditions for maintaining the procedure under Article 7(1) of the Treaty 
on European Union are no longer present. I attach the notification of this intention and the 
information note sent to the Council.

The measures under the Action Plan, as well as other steps to promote the rule of law, will 
continue to be regularly monitored, in particular under the Kule of Law Report process.

I trust you will share our satisfaction with the positive dynamic on the rule of law in Poland 
and the resulting ability to withdraw the reasoned proposal. The support of the European 
Parliament and of the Commission will be instrumental in helping Poland further achieve 
its goals.

I look forward to continuing our cooperation on promoting and protecting the rule of law 
and democracy in the EU.

Yours faithfully,
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