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Dear Ms da Silva, 

I refer to your e-mail dated 20 February 2020, registered on the same date under the 

reference [Ares(2020)1095799]. 

In your application, you request access to “…documents which relate to post term-of-

office activities (relevant under Article 245 TFEU and the Code of Conduct for 

Commissioners 1.2) of Günther Oettinger. In particular,… copies of all applications by 

former Commissioner Oettinger seeking authorisation for new professional activities 

since 11 September 2019 as per the Code of Conduct for Commissioners.” 

Commissioner Oettinger has notified three activities on which the Commission has taken 

in the meantime a decision on 26 February 2020. The decision has been published on the 

following website: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-

principles/ethics-and-good-administration/commissioners-and-ethics/former-european-

commissioners-authorised-occupations_en 

In addition, the former Commissioner has notified other activities. I can confirm in this 

regard a notification of a possible activity for the National Science Policy Council of 

Hungary since this information has already been commented on by the former 

Commissioner in public himself. All procedures in relation to such other notifications are 

on-going. Therefore, access cannot be given by the Commission due to Article 4(3) of 

Regulation 1049/2001. 
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I would like to assure you that, in accordance with Article 11(7) of the Code of Conduct 

for the Members of the Commission adopted on 31 January 2018
1
, all Commission 

decisions on post term of office activities and the related opinions of the Independent 

Ethical Committee will be made public on a website dedicated to the ethical rules for the 

Members of the Commission
2
, with due consideration to the protection of personal data, 

as set out in Article 11(7) of the Code.  

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make 

a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. 

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt 

of this letter to the Secretariat-General of the Commission at the following address: 

European Commission 

Secretariat-General 

Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.C.1)  

BERL 7/076 

B-1049 Bruxelles 

or  

by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tatjana VERRIER 

 

c.c.: SG-DOSSIERS-ACCES@ec.europa.eu 

                                                 
1
 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018D0221(02) 

2
 https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/codes-

conduct/ethics-and-integrity-eu-commissioners_en 

Electronically signed on 20/03/2020 09:52 (UTC+01) in accordance with article 4.2 (Validity of electronic documents) of Commission Decision 2004/563

mailto:xxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018D0221(02)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/codes-conduct/ethics-and-integrity-eu-commissioners_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/codes-conduct/ethics-and-integrity-eu-commissioners_en

		2020-03-23T09:34:06+0000




