BB Ref. Ares(2024)4930889 - 08/07/2024

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL

***** CLIMATE ACTION
:* o Directorate A — Strategy, Analysis and Planning
i CLIMA.A.4 — Administration, Financial Affairs & Human Resources
Brussels
CLIMAAA4
Cassandre Bigaignon
13 rue d’Uzes, 75002, Paris
France
Advanced copy by email: ask+request-14503-d63c82b5@asktheeu.org
Subject: Your application for access to documents EASE 2024/3269

Dear Mrs Bigaignon,

We refer to your request for access to European Commission documents registered on 19
June 2024 under the above-mentioned reference number.

You request access to:

“All correspondence, preparatory documents, minutes of meetings and any other report of
such meetings, notes, logs of phone calls having occurred in 2023 between
officials/representatives/Commissioner/cabinet member of DG CLIMA and the following
private companies and stakeholders:

- Philippe Morris International;
- British American Tobacco;
- Japan American Tobacco;

- Any lobby group or individual when these exchanges are related to tobacco or nicotine
products. ”.

Your application concerns the following documents:

Title Registration Reference

1.1.Email_Invitation to VP Timmermans with the | 10/05/2023 | Ares(2023)3261860
European Government Business Relations
Council_2023_Redacted

1.2.Invitation EVP Frans Timmermans_European
Government Business Relations
Council 2023 Redacted

1.3.Ad Hoc Council Description

1.4.Draft Programme Brussels 2020 Redacted
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1.5.Brussels Programme November
2022_Redacted

1.6.Brussels 2023 Participants List Redacted

2.1.Email_BusinessEurope - follow-up letter after | 27/03/2023 | Ares(2023)2202727
the 27.02.2023 meeting_Redacted

2.2.Letter to VP Timmermans_Meeting Invitation
from BusinessEurope_2023_Redacted

2.3.Tentative
programme_BusinessEurope 2023 Redacted

Except for document 1.3. that is disclosed fully, a complete disclosure of the documents
listed above is prevented by the exception concerning the protection of privacy and the
integrity of the individual outlined in Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001,
because they contain names/initials and contact information of Commission staff members
not pertaining to the senior management, and names/initials and contact details of other
natural persons.

Article 9(1)(b) of the Data Protection Regulation does not allow the transmission of these
personal data, except if you prove that it is necessary to have the data transmitted to you
for a specific purpose in the public interest and where there is no reason to assume that the
legitimate interests of the data subject might be prejudiced. In your request, you do not
express any particular interest to have access to these personal data nor do you put forward
any arguments to establish the necessity to have the data transmitted for a specific purpose
in the public interest.

Consequently, 1 conclude that, pursuant to Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001, access cannot be granted to the personal data contained in documents 1 and 2,
as the need to obtain access thereto for a purpose in the public interest has not been
substantiated and there is no reason to think that the legitimate interests of the individuals
concerned would not be prejudiced by disclosure of the personal data concerned.

Please note that the documents originating from third parties are disclosed to you based on
Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. However, this disclosure is without prejudice to the rules
on intellectual property, which may limit your right to reproduce or exploit the released
documents without the agreement of the originator, who may hold an intellectual property
right on them. The European Commission does not assume any responsibility from their
reuse.

In case you would disagree with this position, you are entitled, in accordance with Article
7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, to submit a confirmatory application requesting
the Commission to review this position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed to the Secretariat-General of the
Commission within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter. You can submit it:

by mail to:



European Commission

Secretariat-General

Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.C.1)
BERL 7/076

B-1049 Bruxelles

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu

Yours sincerely,

Yiannos Asimakis
Head of Unit
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Electronically signed on 08/07/2024 16:07 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121



