
THE EUROPEAN GOVERNMENT BUSINESS RELATIONS COUNCIL 

 

AD HOC COUNCIL 
 

The European Government Business Relations  Council, better known as the Ad Hoc 

Council was established in 1975 to help improve understanding between 

representatives of European Governments and the European Union on the one hand 

and European business and industry leaders on the other. 

 

It provides a unique opportunity for an international group of senior managers doing 

business in Europe to meet together at regular intervals to discuss issues of common 

interest with members of European governments and the European Institutions. 

 

Members of the Council are typically senior directors and managers responsible for 

government relations in their companies. It is a small group who benefit from their 

informal discussions with one another and from off the record meetings with senior 

politicians, government officials and top business people in different European 

countries. 

 

Member companies represent many branches of commerce and industry across 

Europe.  Their interests are Europe wide as they are often responsible for European 

government operations. The working language is English. 

 

Over the last 48 years the Council has met with government ministers and senior 

industrialists in France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Italy (Rome and 

Milan), Luxembourg, Spain (Madrid and Barcelona), Portugal, The Netherlands, 

Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Austria, Hungary, Poland, The Czech Republic, 

Romania, Croatia, Turkey, Malta and the Russian Federation.  There have also been 

annual meetings with the European Union Institutions in Brussels and a number 

with the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 

 

The Council convenes four times a year in different European capitals on a Monday and 

Tuesday.  Meetings are informal and off the record to allow an open exchange of 

views.  There is no media coverage and the Chatham House Rule applies.  The format is 

for the guest speaker who comes for an hour, to talk informally for ten minutes without 

a written speech.  The remainder of the hour is taken up with comments from and 

discussion with the participants.  During a meeting there are 11 different speakers who 

contribute to the theme of the meeting. Members believe that the meetings provide a 

unique forum for informal and open exchanges between ministers, government officials 

and businesspeople and an opportunity to develop useful European insights and 

contacts for their companies. 

 

In order not to detain busy members too long, meetings include only one night away, 

starting with a working lunch on Monday and finishing after lunch on Tuesday. The 

meetings take place in January, March, June and October. 
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