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Taiwan’s ΤΗΡΑ

De-facto 
Trade 
Barrier

• Taiwan’s amended Tobacco Hazards Prevention Act (THPA) requires that heated 
tobacco products (HTPs), but not conventional cigarettes (CCs) undergo a 
burdensome health risk assessment review before they can be imported into and 
sold in its market.

• This differential treatment violates Chinese Taipei’s WTO obligations:
i. Articles 111:4, 1:1, XI: 1 and XX(b) of the GATT 1994
ii. Articles 5.1.1 and 5.1.2 of the TBT Agreement
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Argentina’s Import Prohibition of SFPs

Unjustified 
Trade 
Barrier

• Argentina: on 27.03.23 the Ministry of Health published a resolution:
“The import, distribution, commercialization, advertising and any form of promotion and sponsorship 

throughout the Argentine territory of electronic systems or devices intended for inhaling tobacco vapors or 
aerosols, commonly referred to as "Heated Tobacco Products", is prohibited, extending said prohibition to 
all kinds of accessories intended for the operation of said systems or devices, as well as cartridges and 

tobacco bars to be heated in said systems. "

• Ban goes against legal provisions at the level of:
i. WTO
ii. the negotiated EU-Mercosur FTA (access gained for tobacco leaf and HTPs and

M4(2) first indent ) and the EFTA.Mercosur FTA

iii. the current Mercosur-Korea negotiations

• Systemic concerns with:
> local administrative processes: discrimination on EU HTPs vis-à-vis CCs
> lack of regulatory coherence in Argentina (e.g. NO notification to the WTO TBT 

Committee)
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Non-compliant WTO/FTAs Market Access Issues

Trade 
Barriers

SINGAPORE
• Current ban on HTPs exported from the EU. While banning EU 

exports of HTPs, Singapore allows imports of conventional 
cigarettes (CCs) from other sources and sales of domestic CCs

VIETNAM
• De facto import ban of HTPs due to a lack of regulation locally

TURKEY
• Local Content Requirement Regulation

THAILAND & INDIA
• Current ban on HTPs exported from the EU

Existing FTA

Existing FTA

Customs Union

Bilateral on-going 
FTA negotiations
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Japan’s case on Tobacco Taxation

Art.4(2) first indent

Art.4(2) first indent

Art.4(2) first indent
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Potential 
Trade 
Barrier

Under assessment to change HTPs excise to equalize taxes to CCs

Preliminary analysis: proposal could violate WTO rule of non-discriminatory 
treatment
Other: monopoly on tobacco production in Japan, role of JT, market share of 
HTPs
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