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Dear ,
| address you today in your capacity as ~for the Transatlantic

Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) between the EU and USA. But please allow
me to introduce myself first. | am the president of the ZDG German Poultry Association
(Zentralverband der Deutschen Gefligelwirtschaft e.V.). The ZDG represents all key
players and stakeholders in the German poultry sector. It represents the interests of the
German poultry industry, from egg producers, breeders and farmers to the slaughter-,
cutting and egg processing companies, at the political and official levels as well as to
the public. At the European level, we work closely together with a.v.e.c. Association of
Poultry Processors and Poultry Trade in the EU countries and EUWEP European Union
of Wholesale with Eggs, Egg Products, Poultry and Game.

With the negotiations on a TTIP between the EU and the USA, which have already
started, we fear difficult times are ahead of the European poultry industry. With an
agreement with this highly market-competitive country, German and European slaugh-
terhouses and processing plants, that meet the already high European health and sani-
tary requirements as well as the even higher national requirements for animal welfare,
environmental and consumer protection, will be driven out of the European market. We
apprehend that this may even lead to a threat to existence for the European poultry in-
dustry.

The companies in the USA can produce cheaper than their EU competitors among oth-
ers due to more favorable labor costs. Low custom duties and preferential import quotas
also promote the competitive advantage. |
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CurTartly the United States of America is ot 3 priofity market for German poultry and—

poultry products. An important point that must be emphasized on the European side
during the negotiations on a free trade agreement with the USA, is the EU's high pro-
cess quality. It is necessary to maintain the strict prohibition of the surface treatment of
poultry products with antimicrobial substances. A final treatment with chlorine, for ex-
ample, must not be allowed. This principle must apply both to goods produced in the EU
as well as for imported goods from third countries.

The increased imports of egg products from the USA to the EU has shown that animal
welfare standards are an important issue in the negotiations on free trade agreements.
With the import of egg products from the USA, the EU's high animal welfare standards,
which are implemented by the EU Member States, are undermined. Especially German
egg producers who, unlike many of their European counterparts, switched, due to politi-
cal and public pressure, to the cost-intensive barn and free-range systems are exposed
to a significant disadvantage in the market for egg products. The US egg industry will
continue to use conventional cages, since the so-called Egg Bill, a joint effort of the
United Egg Producers and the Humane Society of the USA to mandate minimum hous-
ing requirements for laying hens, has been rejected by Congress. German and Europe-
an producers cannot compete with the low production costs of U.S. producers.

As during the WTO negotiations it is essential that eggs and egg products as well as
poultry meat and poultry meat products will continue to be classified as sensitive prod-
ucts. The production costs for eggs and poultry meat in the EU are higher than the
global average. The European poultry industry has to cope with rising feed, energy and
labor costs. It is important that the existing tariff lines are observed. Low custom import
quotas are available in sufficient quantities and only need to be distributed accordingly
to third countries.

Dear , we hope you will support the interests of the European and German
poultry industry during the negotiations with the United States. With your help the poul-
try industry remains a thriving industry in the European Union.

| thank you very much in advance for your support.
Yourg sinterely

Leo Graf'von Drechsel
President








