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Summary 

The opening ceremony of a long-delayed gas pipeline called IGB 

(Interconnector Greece-Bulgaria) was held in Sofia on 1 October. The pipeline will help 

decrease southeast Europe’s dependence on Russian gas and increase energy 

security in the region. 

Details 

EU-Azerbaijan 

1. Both President von der Leyen and President Aliyev took part in Sofia at the
commissioning ceremony of the Greece-Bulgaria interconnector (IGB) on
1 October. The 182-km long IGB provides for the transportation of 1 bcm of gas
produced at the Shah Deniz-2 field to Bulgaria. Azerbaijani natural gas will be able to
satisfy 25-30% of Bulgaria's needs. The annual capacity of the pipeline is expected to
be 5 billion cubic meters. In the future, it will be possible to pump Azerbaijani gas to
other countries of south-eastern Europe up to Moldova and Ukraine. The IGB
commissioning ceremony was also attended by Bulgarian President Radev,
Presidents of the Republic of North Macedonia and Serbia Pendarovski and Vucic,
Prime Ministers of Greece Mitsotakis and Romania Ciuca and EU Energy
Commissioner Kadri Simson.
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Economy and energy 

32. The gas network operators of Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary and Slovakia
proposed shipping additional natural gas from Azerbaijan to Europe, Bulgarian
President Rumen Radev said on 30 September. Azerbaijan and Hungary discussed
the opportunities for cooperation within the Southern Gas Corridor, Azernews has
reported. Romanian state-run company Romgaz signed with Azerbaijan’s SOCAR a
memorandum of understanding for joint investment in liquefied natural gas (LNG)
facilities in the Black Sea.
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Sign off: HoD Peter Michalko 
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