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Dear Ms Popescu,

Thank you for your letter of 17 January, which I have considered with my deepest
attention. The Vice-President of the European Commission Ms Viviane Reding has asked
me to answer also on her behalf.

The Commission is aware of the complex situation created at the international level by
the Romanian Law n.273/2004 which has banned inter-country adoptions from the

Romanian legal system.

However, the policy choice to ban international adoptions is the sole responsibility of the
Romanian government. This strict measure must be seen in connection with the former
abusive practices on inter-country adoption in this country.

The recent initiative carried out by Catharsis, asking the re-opening of international
adoptions to the Romanian Parliament, could also play a role in changing the attitude of
Romanian policy-makers towards international adoptions.

The Commission is following with interest the developments of the situation and has
organized, together with the Council of Europe, on 30 November-1st December 2009 the
conference: “Challenges in Adoption Procedures in Europe: ensuring the best interests of
the child”, with the participation of three representatives of the Romanian Adoptions
Office together with the UNICEF Country Representative for Romania, in order to get
precise information on this issue.

However, the Commission does not have the competence to intervene in the political
choices of a Member State in this subject matter.
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Indeed, international adoption is currently governed by national laws and international
conventions, in particular the Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of
Children and Co-operation in Respect of Inter-country Adoption to which all the Member
States of the European Union are party.

Yours sincerely,
'

Francgoise LE BAIL




