From: Catharsis Office [mailto:officecatharsis@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 11:23 AM

To: LE BAIL Francoise (JUST)

Subject: Document

No. 107/27.07.2011

To
The European Commission
The Directorate General for Justice

To Mrs. Francoise Le Bail, Director General

Dear Mrs.,

Catharsis Association from Brasov, a Romanian legal entity of private law and
public utilities, without patrimonial purpose, accredited to provide Social
services for the persons / families who want to adopt a child, initiator of the


mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx

draft amendment to the national adoption law in Romania,

We kindly ask you to send us a copy of the document that confirms or
diproves the EU decision regarding the blocking of the international adoptions
in Romania.

Motivation:

%] The Romanian governors and parliamentarians consider that the law of
adoption in Romania is in accordance to the European Union’s requirements,
which imposed to Romania the blocking of international adoptions

@  The imposed Moratorium on international adoptions in October 2001
was upheld by the Moratorium imposed in February 2004, by thye Law
273/2004 on the legal status of adoption in Romania, which went into effect
on 01.01.2005, by the changes of law in March 2009, by the Government’s
Project amending the same law presented to the Parliament in March 2011
and by the final of this project that was voted by the Romanian Senate on
06.14.2011

%] Maintaining the Moratorium for 10 years has lead to a hallucinating
increase of the number of orphan and abandoned children for which weren’t
identified families of internal adoption and the number of young people who
reach to a situation of great risk when turning 18, after being expelled from
the institutional care system

1) Catharsis Association has monitorized, over the years, 17 children of
the 1700 whose international adoption procedure was suspended by the
Moratorium in February 2004; all these children live a never-ending drama,
they are traumatized and depressed because of their placement in many foster
families and because of reinstitutionalization, instead of being given into
adoption, through a Government Emergency Ordinance, to the families with
which they have developed a strong relationship of attachment, relationship
kept through phone calls, annual holidays spent together in Romania or at the
families’ home - with the authorities’ agreement.

(Switzerland — a 13 years old minor; Germany —a 11 years old minor; Greece
—a 12 yaers old minor; [taly — 12 minors, aged 10, 11, 17; USA —a 14 years
old minor, New Zealand — a 11 years old minor).



Taking into consideration all these reasons, Catharsis Association organized in
the last 4 years many public debates in partnership with the specialized public
services and NGOs whose main activity object is protecting the children’s
rights. The conclusions are found in the draft amendment to the national
adoption law in Romania that we presented in August 2009 to the Romanian
Government, to the Ministry of Work and Family, to the Romanian Office for
Adoptions.

The Romanian Adoption Office appreciated our project and proposed in
October 2009 to the Government a Memorandum requesting the reopening of
international adoptions for those children who are not required in national
adoption. The Government has rejected this approach, motivating that the
adoption law corresponds to the EU requirements.

The Government’s attitude led us to launch a campaign of raising signatures
from 100,000 Romanian citizens who agree to reopening the international
adoptions in Romania.

The nominal tables with signatures, the project of the Association, together
with the reasons and arguments were presented to the Commission on Human
Rights of the Chamber of Deputies on 01.09.2010 and debated on 05.10.2010.

We were surprised by the attitude of the deputies who have done anything so
far, although they appreciated the project of our Association and promised to
prepare a Legislative Initiative. We fear that the final form of the
Government’s Project will be voted tacitly also by the Chamber of Deputies,
which is a decision-making body.

For this reason, we believe that we must continue the public debates in the
most important cities, this time only with the participation of parliamentarians

and local authorities.

In order to form beliefs and change attitudes, we need the requested
document.

Thank you!

Your sincerely,



President,

Azota Popescu



