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Mr Thierry Breton
European Commissioner for Internal Market
Rue de la Loi 200
1049 Brussel

ArcelorMittal

November 7,2022

Dear Commissioner Breton,

Steel plays an important role in the transition to a circular low-carbon world. Its infinite recyclability and the 
fact that new technologies can ensure a zero-carbon footprint makes it a material of choice to help the global 
economy to decarbonize and enable governments, customers, and investors to meet their climate 
commitments.

ArcelorMittal aims to play a leading role in the industry on climate transition. We are committed to become 
climate neutral by 2050 with an intermediate target of at least 35% of CO2 emissions reductions across our 
European operations by 2030 vs 2018.

ArcelorMittal Belgium has defined its decarbonization roadmap based on several new technologies. On the 
one hand what we call the “smart carbon” route based on the adaptation of the existing blast furnace route 
(e.g., with CCUS technology) and on the other the replacement of blast furnaces by hydrogen-based Direct 
Reduced Iron with a new highly energy efficient Electric Arc Furnace (DRI/EAF route). While the main 
investment in the first step of its implementation consists in a facility DRI/EAF to replace one of the blast 
furnaces, we would like to invite you to the inauguration of a truly groundbreaking “smart carbon” technology 
called Steelanol.

This first of its kind plant in Europe will convert carbon rich steel gases into of ethanol per
year. Such ethanol can be used as circular feedstock for other base industries requiring carbon in their 
products, such as the production of chemicals, pharmaceuticals, or cosmetics. The ethanol can also be used 
as fuel for aviation or other transport modes. This innovative technology will boost in our view the circular 
economy , e.g., between the steel and chemical industries, and strengthen Europe by turning waste streams 
into raw materials. Also, the chemical and other industries are supporting this approach.

We would therefore like to extend an invitation to the inauguration of our Steelanol project to you, which will 
take place on 8 December 2022 at 10.30, followed by a visit of the Steelanol plant. Formal invitations will be 
sent out in due course. We would be very honored if you could find the time to attend this event and show 
your support to such an investment in Europe.

Supporting such ground-breaking technologies is of paramount interest in today’s world of ever increasing 
political, economical and financial uncertainties regarding regulations, availability and price of energy 
(including renewable energy), availability of critical supply chains, the extent and length of the recession to 
name only a few. Against this background, all decarbonization technologies must be explored and applied, 
including CCU towards a circular approach to carbon.

We however believe that the value of projects such as Steelanol to further develop a truly circular economy 
is not sufficiently recognized at this stage by the latest European regulatory developments. Therefore, we
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would very much welcome an opportunity to discuss the benefit the support of diverse technologies would 
bring to the industry transition as well as the threat Europe’s industry is facing in the global markets, in 
particular by policy approaches such as the US Inflation Reduction Act combining climate, national security 
and industrial policy under one roof, which will undoubtedly further negatively affect the level playing field for 
the European industry.

Yours sincerely,
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