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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR INTERNAL MARKET, INDUSTRY, ENTREPRENEURSHIP
AND SMES

X

i

————  The Director-General

Brussels
GROW.F.2(2025)8646674/RR

Ms Vicky Cann
Corporate Europe Observatory

E-mail: ask+request-16131-
d474e571@asktheeu.org

Subject:  Your application for access to documents EASE 2025-3622

Dear Ms Cann,

We refer to your request for access to European Commission documents registered on 17
July 2025 under the above-mentioned reference number.

You request access to all documents related to lobbying on ‘critical molecules’, a “Critical
Chemicals Act’, the ‘Critical Chemicals Alliance’, and similar/ related topics since 1
January 2025. In particular:

1. A list of all meetings/ discussions between officials and or Commissioners with lobby
organisations where these topics were discussed.

2. Any records, minutes, preparatory briefings, or other notes of these
meetings/discussions, including correspondence which set-up, or was follow-up to, these
meetings; including full notes of any meetings held, and not just the summary notes
proactively published by the Commission.

3. All correspondence since the above date, where these topics were raised, as exchanged
between officials and or Commissioners with lobby organisations.

4. All of the above types of documents as they relate to these topics between Member State
government(s) and the DG or Commissioners.

5. A list of all studies or impact assessments which the DG has contracted out, or
undertaken on, these topics.

Please note that due to the wide scope of your request, covering also areas falling under the
responsibility of other Directorates-General, parts of your request have been attributed to
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other Directorates-General L. This reply relates only to the documents held by Directorate-
General for GROW. You will receive the replies from the other respective Directorates-
General in due course.

The following documents fall within the scope of your application:

GROW contribution to the Strategic Dialogue on Chemicals, DG GROW (units B1,
F1, F2), President von der Leyen, dated 12/05/2025, reference Ares(2025)6243399
(hereafter ‘document 1),

Briefing meeting EVP Ribera with CEFIC CEOs delegation, DG GROW,
07/03/2025, reference Ares(2025)6243770 (hereafter ‘document 2°),

Meeting request: VCI Industrial Policy Committee on 12 March in Brussels,
Verband der Chemischen Industrie e.V. — VCI, 03/03/2025, reference
Ares(2025)1691458 (hereafter ‘document 3”),

VCI Industrial Policy Committee on 12 March in Brussels: Thank you!, DG GROW,
13/03/2025, reference Ares(2025)2050685 (hereafter ‘document 4°);

Meeting minutes VCI and DG GROW (unit F2) on 11/03/2025, DG GROW (unit
F2), 28/03/2025, reference Ares(2025)2661769, (hereafter ‘document 5°);

Agenda of the conference « Réussir le Pacte pour une industrie propre »,
Représentation permanente de la France auprés de I’UE, 21/02/2025, reference
Ares(2025)2661737, (hereafter ‘document 6°) ;

Briefing to meeting with Verband der Chemischen Industrie (VCI) 24 March 2025,
GROW (units F1 and F2), dated 20/03/2025, reference Ares(2025)6243353,
(hereafter ‘document 7°);

Minutes of meeting between CEFIC and DG GROW, DG GROW (unit F2),
10/04/2025, reference Ares(2025)3309334 (hereafter ‘document 8);

Minutes of meeting between CEFIC and DG GROW, DG GROW (unit F2),
11/04/2025, reference Ares(2025)3369576 (hereafter ‘document 9°);

Exchange of e-mails between France and GROW F2, dated 29/07/2025, reference
Ares(2025)6166525 (hereafter ‘document 10);

French presentation “THE ALARMING SITUATION OF THE EUROPEAN
CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, A STRATEGIC SECTOR THAT NEEDS A
DEDICATED “EU CRITICAL CHEMICALS ACT”, dated 27/01/2025, reference
Ares(2025)598594 (hereafter ‘document 11°);

Meeting request from France, dated 28/03/2025, reference Ares(2025)2519988
(hereafter ‘document 127);

Exchange of e-mails between France and DG GROW, dated 16/06/2025, reference
Ares(2025)4805676 (hereafter ‘document 13”).
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Having examined the documents requested under the provisions of Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001 regarding public access to documents, | have come to the conclusion that
documents 1 to 12 may be partially disclosed. Some parts of the documents 1 to 13 have been
blanked out as their disclosure is prevented by exceptions to the right of access laid down in
Article 4(1)(b) and second paragraph of Article 4(3) of this Regulation.

The redacted parts of the documents 1 to 13 contain personal information not to disclose in
accordance with legislation regarding the protection of personal data. Disclosure of these parts
would undermine the protection of personal data.

The exceptions laid down in Article 4(2) and 4(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 apply
unless there is an overriding public interest in disclosure of the documents. An examination
was conducted to determine if there was an overriding public interest in disclosure, but no
such interest was identified.

Document 11 is disclosed to you with redacted parts, as disclosure would undermine the
protection of: 1. the public interest as regards: the financial, monetary or economic policy of
the Community or a Member State; 2. commercial interests of a natural or legal person,
including intellectual property.

Please note that documents 3 and 6 originating from third parties are disclosed to you based
on Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. However, this disclosure is without prejudice to the rules
on intellectual property, which may limit your right to reproduce or exploit the released
documents without the agreement of the originator, who may hold an intellectual property
right on them. The European Commission does not assume any responsibility from their
reuse.

The remaining documents were drawn up for internal use under the responsibility of the
relevant service of the Directorate-General for for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship
and SMEs (DG GROW). It solely reflects the author interpretation of the interventions made
and does not set out any official position of the third parties to which the document refers,
which was not consulted on its content. It does not reflect the position of the Commission and
cannot be quoted as such.

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make
a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed to the Secretariat-General of the
Commission within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter. You can submit it via your
EASE portal? account.

Yours sincerely,

Electronically signed

Kerstin Jorna
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Enclosures:

. Document 1: GROW contribution to the Strategic Dialogue on Chemicals;

. Document 2: Briefing meeting EVP Ribeira with CEFIC CEOs delegation;

. Document 3: Meeting request: VCI Industrial Policy Committee on 12 March in
Brussels;

. Document 4: Follow-up email to VCI Industrial Policy Committee on 12 March in
Brussels;

. Document 5: Meeting minutes VCI and DG GROW (unit F2) on 11/03/2025;

. Document 6 : Agenda of the conference « Réussir le Pacte pour une industrie
propre », Représentation permanente de la France aupres de I’UE on 21/02/2025;

. Document 7: Briefing to meeting with Verband der Chemischen Industrie (VCI) 24
March 2025;

. Document 8: Minutes of meeting between CEFIC and DG GROW (10/04/2025);

. Document 9: Minutes of meeting between CEFIC and DG GROW (11/04/2025);

. Document 10: Exchange of e-mails between France and GROW F2 (29/07/2025);

. Document 11: French presentation “THE ALARMING SITUATION OF THE
EUROPEAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, A STRATEGIC SECTOR THAT
NEEDS A DEDICATED “EU CRITICAL CHEMICALS ACT” (27/01/2025);

. Document 12: Meeting request from France (28/03/2025);

. Document 13: Exchange of e-mails between France and DG GROW (16/06/2025).
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3l Electronically signed on 22/09/2025 08:00 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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