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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL
* CLIMATE ACTION

Brussels, 10 September 2024

NOTE TO THE FILE

Subject: Lunch Discussion between Kurt Vandenberghe, Director-General,
and InvestEurope members

Participants:

» InvestEurope Members: Various representatives from venture capital funds

* DG CLIMA: Kurt Vandenberghe

Discussion:
Key points raised by participants, under Chatham House rules:

* The Green Deal is promising for investments, but there is a need for simpler
regulations, especially for SMEs.

» Access to funding remains overly complex for SMEs, with strict rules limiting
investment in innovative but riskier businesses.

» Green guarantees are essential but lack predictability and continuity.
« It’s important for Europe to remain open to investments from global markets.

In response, expressed optimism about the upcoming EP elections and
emphasized the importance of the EU Green Deal. He advocated for the creation of a
"28th EU legal regime" to simplify regulations for SMEs and urged the European
Investment Bank to take a leading role in this new era of green finance.
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