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SG.LD.ATD 
Access to Documents Correspondent 

 

Brussels, 18 June 2026 
eeas.sg.ld (2026) 5174952   

 

To 

Ms Lorena Rojas Paz 

by electronic mail 

 
     

Subject: Your request for access to documents of 6 May 2026 

EEAS reference: 2026/104 

 

Dear Ms Rojas Paz, 

 

I would like to thank you for your request for access to documents, which the EEAS has 

examined in the framework of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.1  

 

Following your request, we have searched in the EEAS filing systems and document 

management databases for the requested documents, namely:  

“Documentation regarding meetings, visits, briefings and internal communications related 

to the lithium sector in Bolivia and cooperation with the European Union from 1 January 

2023 to date. I specifically request access to: 

- Minutes of meetings, agendas, lists of attendees and briefing notes concerning 

meetings between EU officials and Bolivian authorities on lithium, critical raw 

materials or energy transition;  

- reports, internal summaries or briefing papers concerning visits by EU 

representatives to Uyuni, YLB facilities or lithium-related industrial projects in 

Bolivia; correspondence between the EU institutions and the EU Delegation to 

Bolivia concerning Bolivia’s lithium reserves, its industrialisation strategy or its 

strategic importance for Europe;  

- internal assessments, strategic analyses or progress reports on Bolivia under the 

EU strategy on critical raw materials or the Global Gateway initiative.”  

 

 
1 Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to European 

Parliament, Council and Commission documents (OJ L 145, of 31.5.2001, p. 43, hereafter the "Regulation "), as applied 

by the EEAS pursuant to Article 11(1) of the Council Decision 2010/427/EU of 26 July 2010 establishing the organisation 

and functioning of the European External Action Service (OJ L 201, of 3.8.2010, p. 30). 
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After this search, the EEAS has identified the following documents matching your 

application, as referenced hereafter: 

• Minutes of the EE technical meeting with the Minister of Hydrocarbons and ENDE, 

16 May 2023 (document 1); 

• Briefing meeting with Minister of Hydrocarbons on 19 September 2023 (document 

2); 

• Bolivia: HOMs Meeting with new President of the State Lithium Company YLB, 

12 October 2023 (document 3); 

• Lithium: HoMs Meeting with INTPA Director, 18 October 2023 (document 4); 

• Visit of Bolivian delegation led by Minister for Hydrocarbons and Energy, 27-28 

February 2024 (document 5); 

• Minutes of the EU-Bolivia meeting for the comprehensive industrial development of 

the Bolivian lithium sector, 12 March 2026, virtual (document 6); 

• Minutes of the EU-Bolivia Working Group meeting: for the comprehensive industrial 

development of the Bolivian lithium sector, 10 April 2026, virtual (document 7); 

• Minutes of the Meeting on Electrical Interconnection between Bolivia and Paraguay, 

5 May 2026, virtual (document 8); 

• FFS Mission Report, May 2023 (document 9); 

• Mission Report - Presentation to the Chancellor, May 2023 (document 10); 

• Mission Report February 2026 - INTPA - Proposed EU-Bolivia Strategic Partnership 

Plan: Lithium Sector (document 11); 

• Mission Report February 2026 - INTPA - YLB Europe Team Meeting, February 2026 

(document 12); 

• Bolivia Mission Team Europe, 2-5 February EEAS (document 13); 

• Report on the participation of the DUE in the mission to Uyuni organized by the 

Konrad Adenauer Foundation 2026 (document 14); 

• Lithium Guide (document 15); 

• Flash Bolivia: Geopolitics in the making 21 February 2025 (document 16); 

• Roadmap (document 17); 

• Briefing note: Strengthening Bolivia's electricity sector: Opportunities for Team 

Europe engagement, November 2025 (document 18); 

• AAP 2025 Global Gateway Investments on Energy Transition with Bolivia: 

Implementation and expansion (document 19); 

• AAP 25 Decision adopted (document 20). 

Having examined the above documents against the conditions for granting public access to 

EU institutions’ documents laid down in the applicable Regulation, I am pleased to inform 

you that public access can be granted to documents 10, 17, 19 and 20.  

Moreover, extensive partial access is granted to documents 15 and 18, which have been 

redacted only as regards personal data contained therein, to protect the privacy and integrity 

of the individual, as per Article 4(1)(b) of the Regulation.  

I am pleased to forward to you these documents in attachment to this letter. 
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As regards all the remaining documents identified above, our analysis concluded that public 

access cannot be granted at this stage, as it would undermine the protection of the public 

interest as regards the EU international relations.  

In fact, the documents contain information on exchanges held between the EU and Bolivian 

counterparts, as well as preparatory materials in view of the EU exchanges with Bolivia 

(documents 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16). By disclosing this information, the EU 

would undermine the climate of trust and cooperation with its interlocutors on the ground, in 

particular as regards confidential exchanges with diplomatic and other state authorities, on 

topics that are sensitive both in a domestic and an international context. Consequentely, the 

disclosure of these documents would undermine the protection of the public interest as 

regards EU international relations, as per Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of the Regulation.  

As regards document 4, it contains information exchanged between the Member States Heads 

of Missions in Bolivia and the responsible Director in the Commission Directorate General 

for International Partnerships (DG INTPA). As such, this document contains political 

assessments expressed by the EU side, as well as information on planned actions and 

initiatives in Bolivia that if disclosed would jeopardise the EU reach out and cooperation 

strategy in the region. Therefore, any disclosure of document 4 would also undermine the 

protection of the public interest as regards the EU international relations.  

We have considered whether partial access could be granted to documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

9, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 16. In this context, only document 13 can be disclosed partially, as regards 

the limited parts of the document that are not covered by the invoked exception. As regards all 

remaining documents, partial access cannot be granted as all the substantive parts of the 

documents are covered by the invoked exception.  

 

Should you wish this position to be reviewed, you may submit a confirmatory application 

within 15 working days in accordance with Article 7(2) of the Regulation.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

[e-signed] 

Seppo Nurmi 
 

Electronically signed on 17/06/2026 18:03 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121




