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Context 

It is becoming increasingly evident that space activity is a strategic 

domain of economic policy in many countries. Europe has a strong 

tradition and experience in this area, which has been developed over 

many years. The EU's search for increasingly competitive paths of 

economic development, combined with the challenges of 

contemporary geopolitics, has also led to the exploration of space 

policy.  

In the international frameworks for space policy, foundational treaties 

such as the Outer Space Treaty (1967), the Rescue Agreement 

(1968), the Liability Convention (1972), and the Registration 

Convention (1976) provide the cornerstone for regulating state 

activities in space, particularly with respect to the peaceful use of 

outer space. These treaties set out broad principles for cooperation, 

non-appropriation of space territories, and the prevention of harmful 

contamination.  

While these treaties establish fundamental norms, the continued 

evolution of space technology and the growing commercial interest 

in outer space have prompted the need for more specific 

frameworks, e.g. by offering guidelines on issues such as space 

debris mitigation, satellite collision avoidance, and resources 

utilization. 

Nevertheless, the incorporation of international soft law related to 

outer space into domestic legal frameworks ensures that these 

international norms are enforceable at the national level. This 
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approach, therefore, seeks to promote both the advancement and 

the efficacy of international space law, despite the absence of newly 

established treaty regulations. 

Guidelines for the discussion 

The Presidency intention is to give delegations opportunity to reflect 

on the general possible upcoming space act discussions which took 

place so far, especially when it comes to the state of play and plans 

on national initiatives (legislative and strategical) in the field of space 

policy pressing issues – to get the clearer picture on the situation 

and identify potential areas of stronger interest. 

The Presidency wishes to support the topic with the experts’ views 

on the international and technical aspects of space policy 

frameworks in support of enhancing European space sector 

reliability and competitiveness, by inviting representative of 

academia (Institute of Space and Telecommunications Law at the 

University Paris-Sud 11, France) and ESA representatives to have 

separate presentations. 

Questions for Member States to consider 

Considering the ongoing developments of the space policies and 

frameworks:  

1. What are the Member States’ national approaches towards 

implementing international space frameworks and which form of 

Member States’ activities is the most effective (e.g. legislation, 

additional sectoral guidelines, benchmarking, development of 

strategic and operational documents, etc.)?  

2. Where do Member States identify benefits and challenges when 

it comes to international, European, and national legislative 

approaches towards space policy – are there any overlapping or 

problematic issues (e.g. standards, insurance instruments etc.)? 
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