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Dear Madam,
 
Thank you for your message which will be treated as soon as possible.
 
Best regards,
 
Cabinet of Commissioner Thierry Breton

 
 
 

From: CANTON Joan (CAB-BRETON)  
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 12:41 PM
To: CAB BRETON CONTACT <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx>
Subject: FW: Follow-up after meeting on 26/09 regarding lithium Ares(2022)7019109
 
 
 

From:  
Sent: Monday, October 10, 2022 4:04 PM
To: CANTON Joan (CAB-BRETON) 
Cc: 

Subject: Follow-up after meeting on 26/09 regarding lithium
 
Dear Joan,
 
I am writing to follow-up on our good conversation with you in September,
where we discussed the Infinity Lithium’s Extremadura New Energies' (ENE)
integrated industrial lithium project in Spain as well as the currently ongoing
lithium classification process.
 
Attached you will find a factsheet explaining the lithium project, to give you a
sense of what the project entails, and a document with an overview of the visibly
positive attitudes at the local level to the project. As we mentioned during the
meeting, the political and social attitudes towards the lithium project have
turned from negative to supportive. This change has been conveyed both in
public statements of support and in marked shifts in the positions of the key
elected officials.
 

and I would greatly appreciate the chance to have a follow-up meeting with

Ref. Ares(2022)7403026 - 25/10/2022

mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx
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Sustainable lithium mining in Cáceres









The extraction and transformation of lithium in Europe is being pursued at both EU and Member State levels under the principles of environmental sustainability and commitment to the territory. The Extremadura New Energies (ENE) project in Cáceres is perfectly adapted to this model to which both Spain and Europe aspire, and to achieve this it has incorporated all the demands of Cáceres society:

· It includes a unique battery-grade lithium hydroxide production plant in Europe that reduces energy dependence.

· It is the first lithium hydroxide plant that uses renewable energies throughout the process, with the clear objective of achieving zero emissions.

· It incorporates an innovative production process that avoids the use of sulfuric acid in the processing of lithium.

· The extraction will be done underground to avoid environmental impacts on the territory.



Extremadura New Energies’ San Jose project fills a critical gap in the European vaue chain on lithium. While reducing a critical dependence on lithium hydroxide imports by extracting and processing lihium in Spain, it will help improve the energy autonomy of the EU and reduce the impact of the carbon footprint of the current model.



Project lifetime

The project is designed to operate for 26 years plus a 2-year start-up period and a 3-year rehabilitation and closure period. The forecast is that in those 26 years of exploitation period there will be a nominal production of 19,470 tons of lithium hydroxide per year and a total amount of 467,000 tons of lithium hydroxide in battery grade.



The environmental aspects of the project

The new project minimizes the environmental impact.



The extracted material will be transported underground to the processing plant. Of the waste generated, 60% will be returned to the extraction area, 20% will be used to restore degraded areas, and 20% for other uses.



Efforts are being made to give a second life to the waste, which potentially has the ideal characteristics to be used as fertilizer.



Extraction: 100% underground operation

· No impact on land use

· No dust, noise or earth movement outside the site

· Mining with backfilling



The surrounding environment will be unaltered during the operation and after the closure of the project. 



Processing

· Working so that 100% renewable energy will be used.

· Working so as to replace natural gas with green hydrogen to power the furnace, with the support of Thyssenkrupp.

· The water supply will use recycled water from the wastewater treatment plant and water reused in internal processes through a new reverse osmosis plant.



Socio-economic benefits 



In Spain:

· Increase of 3% of the Gross Value Added of the industrial sector of the Caceres and Extremadura community

· Increase of 2.79% of the GDP of this sector and this community

· Total revenue over the life of the project of €1.240 million in Extremadura, which means more than €42,5 million per year

· The total revenue in Spain it will be €2100 million, more than €70 million per year.

· 710 direct jobs. The forecast is that 80% of the workforce will be local.

· Potential reduction of the number of unemployed in the industrial sector by at least 11% (minimum 400 new jobs in the industrial plant). 

· Up to a minimum of 2000 indirect jobs.

· Training of young people from Cáceres in a sector that will have a great future throughout Europe in the coming years.

The development of the project investment will be profitable and lucrative for the community of Extremadura, as it will generate greater wealth, lower unemployment, and a more equitable society with better living conditions for the community, which in turn will generate greater security in the region, less social inequality and more opportunities for society.



At the EU level:

Lithium is a strategic mineral worldwide, on the list of critical raw materials in the EU, essential for the development of non-polluting energies and electric mobility, and therefore key in the global fight against climate change and global warming. Access to critical raw materials and their derivatives, obtained in a sustainable manner, avoiding dependence on third countries, is the biggest challenge facing the electric vehicle, energy storage and renewable energy sector in the EU at the moment. 

The ENE plant will be supplied from the Cáceres deposit, which contains 1.6 Mt of LCE (million tonnes of lithium carbonate equivalent), making it the second largest lithium deposit in the European Union. As such, the ENE project in Spain will be a key, strategic project in the drive for stronger EU autonomy in renewable energy sector.
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After ending his term as NATO Secretary General in 2014, Anders Fogh Rasmussen founded his international strategic advisory firm with a clear purpose: to help major companies and democratic governments navigate international politics, shape public policy, and get their message across. 



Rasmussen Global takes on projects we believe in and where we can make a difference. 



This material was prepared and submitted by Rasmussen Global as part of the representation work for the company Infinity Lithium / Extremadura New Energies. 



 For more information visit www.rasmussenglobal.com. 
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San José Valdeflórez lithium project









Since the beginning of 2022, political and social attitudes towards Infinity Lithium’s Extremadura New Energies' (ENE) integrated industrial lithium project in Cáceres have turned from negative to supportive. This change has been conveyed both in public statements of support and in marked shifts in the positions of the key elected officials. 



This change was due to the new layout of the project proposed by ENE:

· San José lithium project will be an underground exploitation project

· It will host a battery-grade lithium hydroxide production plant set to be unique in Europe (producing a 20.000 ton/highly enriched lithium/year). 

· The plant will be powered by renewable energies, including the first of its kind green hydrogen plant, with the declared objective of achieving zero emissions. 



ENE has engaged actively with the local and regional communities to establish good relations and areas of collaboration with both civil society and the different administrations. 



ENE has recently submitted an “Initial Document” of the San José Lithium Project to the Dirección General de Industria, Energía y Minas (General Directorate of Industry, Energy and Mines) and Dirección General de Sostenibilidad (General Directorate of Sustainability) in Extremadura. The purpose of the document is to request that the environmental body formulate the Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Document (‘ESIA’) in advance of the commencement of the ordinary Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) procedure.  The ESIA will be submitted to Extremadura New Energies within a period of 3 months from the date of the submission of the Initial Document. City of Cáceres Mayor Mr Luis Salaya commented “this is good news, and this is what was asked of the company from all sides”.





Political support (announcements / quotes)

The change in attitudes of the different political parties and representatives in Spain can be clearly seen in the press statements outlined subsequently. 



Spanish Socialist Workers' Party (PSOE)



LUIS SALAYA. Mayor of Cáceres



March 26, 2021

The mayor of Cáceres, Luis Salaya, has announced that he will resign if the Junta de Extremadura authorizes the lithium mine planned for the Valdeflores site in the Sierra de la Mosca, two kilometers from the city center, although he believes that the project is unfeasible from an urban planning point of view and trusts the word of the president of the Junta de Extremadura, Guillermo Fernández Vara, that a decision that is not compatible with the General Municipal Plan (PGM) of Cáceres will not be adopted". I will not continue to be mayor if a Socialist government allows this project to go ahead", he added.

https://www.hoy.es/caceres/salaya-junta-autoriza-20210326114830-nt.html



May 25, 2022

The mayor of Cáceres, Luis Salaya, has pointed out that he is still "suspicious" of the new underground mine project proposed by the company Extremadura New Energies to develop a lithium extraction activity in the Sierra de la Mosca, and has explained that the position of the Cáceres town council "remains the same", which is why it is opposed to this mining project in the Cáceres Mountains.

"If it is true that we are not already in a scenario of open pit mine it seems to me that the damages for the city, in the event that the project ends up going forward, obviously, are minor", but "beyond that", said Salaya, the position of the city council against the project "remains the same" because it understands that "there are more risks than possible benefits".

https://www.cope.es/emisoras/extremadura/caceres-provincia/caceres/noticias/salaya-sigue-desconfiando-del-proyecto-mina-pero-reconoce-que-subterranea-los-danos-son-menores-20220525_2103139 



June 7, 2022

Luis Salaya: "I am not opposed to the new mine project in Cáceres. It can be good for the city". (…) We stand to check that things are done well and that they are legal and above all, the most important thing is that the decision is taken in Cáceres. (…) this is a project that can be beneficial for the city, which has nothing to do with the open-pit project. Our duty is to defend what is good for the city and in the city's interest. (…) It is a success for the city.” (…) I have conveyed to 'Salvemos la Montaña' that if their position is one of refusal, without seeing the new project, here our paths separate."

https://www.cope.es/emisoras/extremadura/caceres-provincia/caceres/noticias/luis-salaya-opongo-nuevo-proyecto-mina-caceres-puede-ser-bueno-para-ciudad-20220607_2127480



Sept. 12, 2022

The new project "will have to be judged, analyzed and will have to go through the entire environmental impact study project," which means that "a new process begins and will have to follow all the steps to be able to form an opinion of what is presented," Salaya said Monday to questions from the media on this matter at a press conference. "This is neither a yes nor a no," stressed the mayor.

https://www.europapress.es/extremadura/noticia-salaya-cree-anuncio-no-habra-mina-litio-cielo-abierto-caceres-triunfo-ciudadania-20220912141502.html



September 29, 2022

"We didn't even dream of getting this far: with the open-pit project discarded and with an underground project. Now everyone will be able to form an opinion and assess whether it is worth it in these new terms. Respect the right to have an opinion and even to doubt".

https://twitter.com/Lsalaya/status/1575183036337070080?s=20&t=b_P6vk-34ihucZlx4vfcQA



GUILLERMO FERNÁNDEZ VARA. President of the Regional Government of Extremadura



May 27, 2022

The President of the Regional Government, Guillermo Fernández Vara, considers that the new project that Extremadura New Energies (a subsidiary of Infinity Lithium) has for the Valdeflores lithium mine and treatment plant is “different to the one that had been announced”, and therefore “we will have to see it again”. In statements to Onda Cero, he also assured that it is the Board “the administration that has to make the decision”.

https://www.hoy.es/caceres/vara-dice-nuevo-20220527203020-nt.html 



June 8, 2022

The spokesman for the Regional Government of Extremadura, Juan Antonio González, endorsed the words of the Mayor of Cáceres on the new Valdeflores mine project.  He stressed that if it is "environmentally sustainable" there should be "no problem" and furthermore "no politician can oppose it". For González, Luis Salaya's words are "common sense and have coherence", and would be endorsed by "all 8,000 mayors" in the country. According to González, if it is "environmentally viable, then why should there be a problem", he said, adding that "if there are reports" in this sense, "no politician can oppose it".

https://www.canalextremadura.es/noticias/caceres/juan-antonio-gonzalez-ojala-el-nuevo-proyecto-minero-de-caceres-sea-viable 



June 9, 2022

The President of the Regional Government of Extremadura, Guillermo Fernández Vara, has acknowledged that he has had “a recent constructive conversation with the promoters of the Cáceres mine, as with everyone else”, and has asked that “speculations” about the new underground project be abandoned, since in his opinion “the best thing” is to “wait for the project to be presented” and then study it and decide on it.

https://www.europapress.es/extremadura/noticia-vara-reconoce-conversacion-constructiva-promotores-mina-caceres-pide-dejar-especular-20220609105930.html 





Popular Party (PP)

The change in the position of the PP in Spain can also clearly be seen in the development of the press statements from completely rejecting the mining project in 2018 to declaring in 2022 that if the mine is good for the people of Cáceres then the PP will support it. 



February 19, 2018.

The 'popular' mayor of Cáceres, Elena Nevado, has called "plunderers" those responsible for the lithium ore prospecting works that had begun to be carried out in the Valdeflórez site, in the Sierra de la Mosca, a few kilometers from the urban center of Cáceres. "We have stopped a plundering", says Elena Nevado, highlighting that with the decision to stop the works "investors are not scared away, but the plunderers are scared away. In the Sierra de la Mosca, the popular Mountain of Cáceres, where the sanctuary of the Virgen de la Montaña, patron saint of Cáceres, is located, it is not being invested", according to the mayoress, "but plundered". "There will be no mine" assures Elena Nevado.

https://www.extremadura7dias.com/noticia/elena-nevado-llama-expoliadores-a-los-empresarios-del-litio 



March 12, 2018.

The mayor of Cáceres, Elena Nevado, has defended that the position of the Government team to the lithium mine project in the city remains "no", since after the meeting held this Monday with the heads of the company Tecnología Extremeña del Litio (TEL), "they have answered all the questions that 'no', so the answer is also 'no'".

https://www.lavanguardia.com/local/extremadura/20180312/441478948775/elena-nevado-respecto-a-la-mina-de-litio-en-caceres-nuestra-respuesta-es-un-rotundo-no.html 



October 18, 2021

The spokesman of the PP in the City Council of Cáceres, Rafael Mateos, has pointed out that his municipal group maintains the "no" to the lithium mine in the Valdeflores site if the new project presented by the promoters, who are now betting on an underground subway mine, is harmful to Cáceres and the people of Cáceres, but adds that they will pronounce on this new proposal when they know all the details. 

https://www.europapress.es/extremadura/noticia-pp-mantiene-no-mina-si-nuevo-proyecto-perjudica-caceres-recuerda-pgm-puede-cambiar-20211018120655.html 



June 1, 2022

The PP spokesman in the city council of Cáceres, Rafael Mateos, assured this Wednesday that his political group does not yet have an opinion on the new mine project given that the company has not yet presented them with the document. "We don't know the project, therefore we can't pronounce ourselves," commented Mateos, who added that there has not yet been any contact with the company.

https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/caceres-local/2022/06/01/mateos-pp-opinion-nuevo-proyecto-mina-66787019.html 



July 3, 2022

María Guardiola, president of the Popular Party of Extremadura: "If (the mine) is good for Cáceres and has no risk, the PP will support it".

https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/extremadura/2022/07/03/maria-guardiola-pp-extremadura-mina-caceres-67854522.html 





Other relevant articles



Below are two extracts from articles published this past weekend in the main regional newspapers that perfectly illustrate the change in attitudes towards the San José Project.



Extremadura Newspaper. Sunday. October 2, 2022. José Luis Bermejo

But it is no longer when, (…) but rather whether or not there will be a mine in the end. If the question had been asked a year ago, the answer would have been "no", but now the answer is "it depends on what is still to be processed". What has changed in a year? What has changed is that the project is underground, which reduces its impact, and that the Board is processing the final approval of a decree law that helps the development of this type of project, which also, in the case of Valdeflores, treats the mineral in the same area where it is extracted. The decree law does not make it already viable, but it does facilitate its processing by shortening the terms.

https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/caceres-local/2022/10/02/habra-mina-caceres-2026-76060328.html



HOY Newspaper. Sunday. October 2, 2022. Claudio Mateos

What only a year ago seemed almost impossible is getting closer to becoming a reality. All the news of the last weeks point to the fact that the lithium mine of Cáceres will end up going ahead (...). The Valdeflores mine had practically all the doors closed in September 2021, with a strong social and political rejection and the project stuck in an administrative dead end after being denied the research permit. It was the company's renunciation of its original open-pit mining plan that changed everything. The announcement of the underground mine first received the support of several business groups in Cáceres and then, if not an express endorsement, at least the benefit of the doubt from the main political parties and the institutional decision-makers on whom the decision depends.

https://www.hoy.es/opinion/mina-caceres-cerca-20221002074841-nt.html





March 3, 2022

The promoter of the lithium mine joins the Caceres Business Circle

https://cadenaser.com/2022/03/03/la-promotora-de-la-mina-de-litio-se-incorpora-a-circulo-empresarial-cacereno/ 



May 12, 2022

The lithium mine in Cáceres obtains the support of the transport employers' association Asemtraex

https://www.hoy.es/caceres/mina-litio-caceres-20220512095936-nt.html 



May 31, 2022

“It is necessary for Europe and for Spain that the new Extremadura New Energies project becomes viable.”

https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/extremadura/2022/05/31/necesario-europa-espana-proyecto-extremadura-66574418.html



June 1, 2022

The Chamber of Commerce of Cáceres shows its support to the industrial project of the lithium mine in Valdeflores

https://www.camaracaceres.com/la-camara-de-comercio-de-caceres-muestra-su-apoyo-al-proyecto-industrial-de-la-mina-de-litio-en-valdeflores/ 



August 30, 2022

The "yes" to the mine is displayed in Cáceres' shop windows

https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/caceres-local/2022/08/30/mina-luce-escaparates-caceres-74318527.html 
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After ending his term as NATO Secretary General in 2014, Anders Fogh Rasmussen founded his international strategic advisory firm with a clear purpose: to help major companies and democratic governments navigate international politics, shape public policy, and get their message across. 



Rasmussen Global takes on projects we believe in and where we can make a difference. 



This material was prepared and submitted by Rasmussen Global as part of the representation work for the company Infinity Lithium / Extremadura New Energies. 



 For more information visit www.rasmussenglobal.com. 
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you (perhaps for a coffee in-person) when you have had a chance to dive into
the attached files.
 
Would you be available for instance in the last week of October?
 
 

 

www.rasmussenglobal.com
 

This e-mail and any attachments are confidential
and considered privileged information. If you are
not a named recipient, please notify the sender
immediately. Any unauthorised review,
distribution, or use is strictly prohibited.
 
 




