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Dear Mr Zinser,

Request for public access to ECB documents

On 26 January 2015 the European Central Bank (ECB) received your request for access to “one or all
documents that show how the individual members voted when the decision, to buy these bonds (referred to in
the expanded asset purchase programme of the ECB) was done and in particular: (1) list all the members
who were allowed to vote and who were there. (2) Further how each individual member has voted (best with
signature).”

Having thoroughly assessed your request, we would like to inform — with regard to your question referred to
under point 1 above — that the actual allocation of voting rights among the members of the Governing Council
of the ECB in January 2015 is publicly available on the ECB's website." All members of the Governing Council
were present at the meeting on 22 January 2015, when the matter you referred to was considered.

With regard to your question referred to under point 2 above, we should like to inform you that the Governing
Council members did not decide on this issue by means of a vote. In any event, the voting behaviour of
individual members of the Governing Council is not disclosed. Rather, the President may inform the public
about the results of the discussions making use of qualifiers such as: unanimity, consensus, large majority,
majority?. This is in line with Article 10.4 of the Protocol (No 4) on the Statute of the European Systems of
Central Banks and of the European Central Bank annexed to the EU Treaties stipulating that “the
proceedings of the decision-making bodies of the ECB [...] shall be confidential unless the Governing Council
authorises the President to make the outcome of their deliberations public’.

! http://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/orga/decisions/govc/html/votingrights.en.html.

See President's remarks made at the ECB’s press conference on 22 January 2015:
http://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pressconf/2015/html/is150122.en.html
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Finally you might find the following additional information helpful: the accounts of the Governing Council
monetary policy decisions taken on 22 January 2015 (including the decision to launch an expanded asset
purchase programme) will be published on the ECB's website on 19 February 2015.

Yours sincerely,

ﬂ e

Pierre van der Haegen Roman Schremser
Director General Senior Adviser




