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ask+request-11481-6d330ec9@asktheeu.org 

Subject: Your application for access to documents – GESTDEM 2022/3695 

Dear Mr Fanta, 

I refer to your email of 27 June 2022 in which you make a request for access to 

documents, registered on the same date under the above-mentioned reference number. 

You request access to: 

“- Minutes of the meetings of the technical expert group on detection of child-abuse 

material as part of the EU Internet Forum 

- Documents submitted by members of the technical expert group and other documents 

related to the work of the expert group”. 

1. No documents held 

I regret to inform you that the Commission does not hold any document that would 

correspond to the following parts of your application.  

With regard to “minutes of the meetings of the technical expert group on detection of child-

abuse material as part of the EU Internet Forum”, please note that the technical expert 

process to map and assess possible solutions which could allow companies to detect and 

report child sexual abuse, created under the EU Internet Forum, consisted of a discussion on 

the initial paper presented by the Commission. Comments were subsequently integrated in 

the document. Therefore, the different versions of the paper, listed in the section below, are 

the only outcome of the meetings held. 

Concerning “documents submitted by members of the technical expert group”: the 

documents listed below contain a reference list of sources and links which includes the 

documents that the participants either contributed or referred to during the meetings, as well 

as documents found through Commission research in preparation of the initial discussion 

paper.  
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As specified in Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, the right of access as 

defined in that Regulation applies only to existing documents in the possession of the 

institution. 

Given that no such document, corresponding to the description given in the first bullet 

point and the first part of the second bullet point of your application, are held by the 

Commission, the Commission is not in a position to fulfil your request in this respect. 

2. Disclosure with redaction of personal data 

As regards “other documents related to the work of the expert group”, which you request 

in the second part of the second bullet point of your application, I have identified the 

following documents as falling within the scope of your request:  

1. Initial discussion paper shared with participants prior to the meeting of 

23/03/2020, Ares(2022)5199897 

2. Interim paper containing feedback we received from participants, which was 

discussed at the meeting of 28/04/2020, Ares(2022)5199997 

3. The final paper, which is included the Impact Assessment for the proposal for a 

Regulation laying down rules to prevent and combat child sexual abuse 

(COM/2022/209), see Annex 9: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/AUTO/?uri=celex:52022SC0209  

Having examined the above documents under the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 

1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001 regarding 

public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents, I have come 

to the conclusion that these documents may be disclosed.  

However, a complete disclosure of the identified documents is prevented by the 

exception concerning the protection of privacy and the integrity of the individual outlined 

in Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation 1049/2001, because some of them contain the 

names/initials and contact details of natural persons.  

Article 9(1)(b) of the Data Protection Regulation1 does not allow the transmission of 

these personal data, except if you prove that it is necessary to have the data transmitted to 

you for a specific purpose in the public interest and where there is no reason to assume 

that the legitimate interests of the data subject might be prejudiced. In your request, you 

do not express any particular interest to have access to these personal data nor put forward 

arguments to establish the necessity to have the data transmitted for a specific purpose in the 

public interest. 

Consequently, I conclude that, pursuant to Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation 1049/2001, access 

cannot be granted to the personal data contained in the requested documents, as the need to 

obtain access thereto for a purpose in the public interest has not been substantiated and there 

is no reason to think that the legitimate interests of the individuals concerned would not be 

prejudiced by disclosure of the personal data concerned. 

You may reuse public documents, which have been produced by the European 

Commission based on the Commission Decision on the reuse of Commission documents. 

You may reuse the documents disclosed free of charge and for non-commercial and 

commercial purposes provided that the source is acknowledged and that you do not 

                                                 
1 Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the 

protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, 

bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 

45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC, OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39–98.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=celex:52022SC0209
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=celex:52022SC0209
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32011D0833&qid=1555081688106


3 

distort the original meaning or message of the documents. Please note that the 

Commission does not assume liability stemming from the reuse. 

In case you would disagree with this position, you are entitled, in accordance with 

Article 7(2) of Regulation 1049/2001, to submit a confirmatory application requesting the 

Commission to review this position. 

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt 

of this letter to the Secretariat-General of the Commission at the following address: 

European Commission 

Secretariat-General 

Unit C.1. ‘Transparency, Document Management and Access to Documents’  

BERL 7/076 

B-1049 Brussels, or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Monique PARIAT 

 

 

Electronically signed on 28/07/2022 18:30 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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