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Subject: Minutes meeting Cab-spiritsEUROPE_12.01.2023_Digital labelling

On 12 January, the AGRI Cabinet met representatives of spiritsEUROPE (hereinafter sE: Transparency
Register No 64926487056-58) to discuss issues related to digital labelling for alcoholic beverages.

Participants:
se: [Art 4.1 (b) - privacy]

com: [At4.1 () -privacy] (cp, \ojciechowski), AT41 ®)-PVad (AGR) E.2)

sE explained the historical background that led to the development of the digital solution for nutrition
and ingredients labelling particularly for wine and spirit drinks (2017 Commission Communication
questioning the exemption for all alcoholic beverages with > 1.2% ABV from mandatory
nutrition/ingredients labelling; 2018 presentation of the alcoholic beverages industry’s self-regulation;
2019 Memorandum of Understanding for spirit drinks acknowledged by DG AGRI and DG SANTE and
gradually implemented since 2020; 2021 CAP reform introducing compulsory nutrition and ingredients
labelling for wine and aromatised wines as of December 2023, allowing some of the required
information to be displayed online; recent launch of the U-Label platform providing any producer with
effective access to digital labelling, jointly developed and financed by st and CEEV).

sE illustrated the benefits of digital labelling (multilingual labels, possibility to provide additional info e.g.
on product sustainability, health guidance and packaging disposal) explaining that since the Covid-19
pandemic the use of digital solutions has dramatically increased in a way that would have been
unthinkable just a few years ago: nowadays most consumers are used and eager to scan QR-codes with
their mobile phones to access useful information.

Finally sk explained that, in spite of this societal development and contrary to what the EU Legislator
decided for wine and aromatised wines only one year ago, following the publication of the EU Beating
Cancer Plan, committing the COM to submit proposals on nutrition/ingredients labelling for all alcoholic
beverages by end of 2022, in the upcoming revision of the FIC (food information to consumers)
Regulation, DG SANTE seems to aim at proposing full mandatory physical labelling for all alcoholic
beverages. Such proposal would be supported by a recent JRC study, which is however only based on
pre-Covid literature and cannot thus correctly reflect the current reality. On the other hand, sE has
recently presented the results of a self-commissioned survey that would show that the time is ripe for
digital labelling.

For this reason, sk asked the CAB for support on their stance when the ISC on the FIC Revision (whose
adoption procedure has been suspended also pending a promised update of the above-mentioned JRC



study) will eventually be launched. sE claimed that this should be the occasion to clarify what essential
information must necessarily appear on the label, allowing the rest to be dematerialised.

The CAB underlined the importance of ensuring proper consumer information while agreeing on the
equal importance of reducing administrative burden for producers which can indeed be achieved with
modern tools. The CAB asked sE to reflect on which other sectors could be potential allies of the digital
labelling stance (besides alcoholic beverages and other foodstuffs, sk indicated as examples medicines,
cosmetics, toys, sport, animal welfare) in order to identify other COM services and Cabinets that could
also be addressed for support.
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