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Ms Lora Verheecke 

Rue du Bronze 9 

1070 Brussels 

By email only – with request for 

explicit acknowledgment of receipt 

by email reply:  
ask+request-14753-314323a4@asktheeu.org 

Subject: Your application for public access to documents – EASE 2024/3863 

Dear Ms Verheecke, 

I refer to your email of 17 July 2024, registered on the same date under the above-

mentioned EASE reference number, in which you make a request for public access to 

documents under Regulation (EC) No 1049/20011 (‘Regulation 1049/2001’). 

You requested: 

1) – All incoming or outgoing correspondence (including emails, sent or received) 

between DG Trade officials (including the Commissioner and Cabinet members) and 

members of the Global Gateway Business Advisory Group from the 1st of January 2023 

until today. 

2) – A list of meetings, including detailed agenda, minutes and any other reports of such 

meetings, between DG Trade officials (including the Commissioner and Cabinet 

members) and members of the Global Gateway Business Advisory Group from the 1st of 

January 2023 until today.’ 

We would like to inform you herewith that the Directorate-General for Trade (‘DG Trade’) 

does not hold any documents that would correspond to the description given in your 

application.  

As specified in Article 2(3) of Regulation 1049/2001, the right of access as defined in 

that regulation applies only to existing documents in the possession of DG Trade. 

 

1  Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2001 

regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents (Official Journal 

OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43). 
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Given that no such documents corresponding to the description indicated in your 

application are held by DG Trade, DG Trade is not in a position to fulfil your request. 

Please note that DG Trade is not the lead DG in the context of the Global Gateway 

Business Advisory Group (GG BAG) Expert Group. As easily retrievable via publicly 

available information (cf. e.g.: https://international-

partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/global-gateway/governance/global-gateway-business-

advisory-group_en and https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/global-

gateway-commission-announces-business-advisory-group-2023-09-19_en) the lead on 

this topic within the Commission is with Directorate-General for International 

Partnerships (DG INTPA) and with the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and 

Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR). Accordingly, members of the expert group were 

appointed by the Directors-General of DG INTPA and DG NEAR in 2023.  

Therefore, you should kindly direct any Global Gateway Business Advisory Group 

(Expert Group) related request(s) to DG INTPA and/or DG NEAR. 

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation 1049/2001, you are entitled to make a 

confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. 

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon 

receipt of this letter to the Secretariat-General of the Commission, either by 

• asking for a review via your portal2 account (available only for initial requests 

submitted via the portal account), or 

• email to sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu, or  

• letter post to the following address: 

European Commission  

Secretariat-General  

‘Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents’ (unit SG C.1) 

BERL 7/76 

Rue de la Loi 200/Wetstraat 200 

1049 Brussels 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Sabine WEYAND 

p.o. Leopoldo RUBINACCI 

 

2 https://www.ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-request 
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