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1. Union financing of certain lobbying activities

The Board was informed about some instances where agreements concluded by
CINEA under the LIFE programme appear to have included very specific lobbying
requirements directed at the EU institutions themselves. This issue has been raised
in the discharge procedure and requires urgent attention.

While recalling the Commission’s strong committment to a plurality of views, open
and frank dialogue with civil society and support for the capacity and engagement of
civil society organisations, the Board did not consider the contract requirements
brought to its attention as serving these objectives or otherwise appropriate.

It therefore agreed on the following operational conclusions.
Operational conclusions:
The Corporate Management Board asked that:

e SG and DG BUDG inform DG ENV, the responsible parent DG of CINEA,
of the situation;

e DG ENV and CINEA analyse the requirements at issue and whether they
can, to the extent that they still apply, be adjusted through contractual
amendment or unilateral action on the part of CINEA,

e DG BUDG, in close cooperation with the SG, SJ and DG HR, prepare a first
draft of the guidance note to Directors-General setting out key principles to
be respected with regard to grants involving lobbying or influencing
activities;

e this guidance note require authorising officers by delegation to verify and
report instances in which contracts are not fully aligned with these guiding
principles.
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