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Dear Honourable Member,

We would like to thank you and the co-signatories for your letter concerning the 
deployment of 5G technology across the European Union.

Wc share your view that 5G offers great opportunities for Europe's economy and society. 
In particular, 5G provides the capacities to meet Europe’s growing connectivity needs, 
which arc the backbone of job creation, economic growth, public services fit for the digital 
age, and opportunities for all.

We expect 5G not only to provide an increase in speed and capacity, but also to enable 
mission-critical services for vertical sectors, such as the health, mobility, and other 
industry sectors that you mention, leading to the digital and green transition of our 
economy and society.

Furthermore, wc have seen during the COVID-19 crisis that high-speed networks have 
played a crucial role in keeping large parts of the economy and society going. In just a 
year, the pandemic has radically changed the role and perception of digitalisation in our 
societies and economies and has accelerated its pace. The imperative of digital 
technologies for working, learning, entertaining, caring, socialising and for accessing 
everything from health services to culture is now universally acknowledged.

In this context, Europe’s Recovery Plan foresees investing in more and better 
connectivity, especially in the rapid deployment of 5G networks. The European Council 
also identified 5G deployment as an area eligible for Recovery and Resilience Facility 
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also identified 5G deployment as an area eligible for Recovery and Resilience Facility 
funding and confirmed the requirement to make 20% of it available for the digital 
transition.

The Commission, in the Communication on the Digital Compass, sets out Europe's 
concrete digital ambitions for 2030 including a target for digital infrastructure: by 2030, 
all European households need to be covered by a Gigabit network and all populated areas 
by 5G.

In this respect, cybersecurity of 5G networks is essential — especially when underpinning 
crucial services such as in energy, transport, finance and health. In the EU, we have a 
strong coordination framework in place, the EU 5G Cybersecurity Toolbox of January 
2020. It is based on an objective and risk-based methodology and enables a common ĽU 
approach to 5G cybersecurity. It supports consistency across the internal market through 
EU policies and coordination, as well as the exercise of Member States' competences 
notably regarding national security.

The Toolbox comprises a comprehensive set of measures to mitigate the risks that have 
been identified in the EU Coordinated Risk Assessment. These measures apply to 
everybody, without targeting any actor or country in particular. It shows EU Member 
States’ commitment to take decisions based solely on security and on a solid assessment 
of risks and to adopt measures in a manner consistent with our values of openness and 
freedom.

We take note of your concerns regarding the strategic measures concerning restrictions 
with regard to certain suppliers. A number of risks have been identified in the EU 
Coordinated Risk Assessment, including interference by non-EU countries or actors 
through the supply chain. The Toolbox recommends that Member States assess the risk 
profile of suppliers and, as a consequence, restrict and, where necessary, exclude the use 
of those considered to be high risk for key assets. This risk assessment should be based on 
the objective criteria identified in the EU coordinated risk assessment, taking into account 
both technical and non-technical aspects.

The timely and transparent implementation of the Toolbox is indispensable to ensure EU 
businesses and citizens can make full use of all the benefits of the new technology in a 
secure way. Wc are working closely with Member States and take into account 
stakeholder views with the aim to set the right incentives for investment in modem secure 
5G networks.

The Toolbox also has the objective to maintain and develop a sustainable and diverse 
supply and value chain. In this context, the Commission adopted in February 2021 a 
legislative proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a Joint Undertaking on Smart
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Networks and Services with the aim - in partnership with industry and coordination with 
Member States - to complete the deployment of 5G and to prepare for 6G, the next 
generation of mobile technology.

Our efforts will be focused on the development of 5G lead markets in Europe, excellence 
in Research & Innovation and further extending Europe’s technology capacities for this 
and the next decade.

With this set of measures, we will be equipped to work towards the objectives you set out 
in your letter - to be sovereign, to protect our citizens in the digital era and to build a 
bright future for our younger generations.

Yours faithfully,

Valdis Dombrovskis
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Cc:

MEP Giuseppe Milazzo, EPP ITALY

MEP Herbert Dorfman, EPP ITALY

MEP Aldo Parricidio, EPP ITALY

MEP Cristian-Silviu Busói, EPP ROMANIA

MEP Daniel Buda, EPP ROMANIA

MEP Ciuhodaru Tudor, SD ROMANIA

MEP Giuseppe Fcrrandino, SD [TALY
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