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Meeting with lle de France — 8 April 2024

Background and purpose: lle de France requested a meeting to discuss the current lack of SAF, how
this may affect the European aviation sector and how public and private actors

Location: Berlaymont, CAB Valean meeting room

Participants:
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Main points raised by lle de France:

- The delegation highlighted their ambition to be a regional frontrunner on SAF (securing
production in Paris region and France generally, AF-KLM being one of the biggest SAF
consumers), given the important aeronautical hub they represent. Engie [ NNEGEN
P aims to deliver [N of e-kerosene [N produced in France using low-
carbon hydrogen and captured CO2.

- Strong support for ReFuelEU Aviation, however pointing to a few issues:

o Remaining barriers / gaps in the regulatory framework that need addressing in
particular in the Delegated Acts on Hydrogen and Additionality, CO2 accounting
which remain problematic and overly burdensome

o Level playing field issues both with third countries [
7]
- Additional

support is needed from the EU side: dedicated calls in the Innovation Fund; possible
extension of Hydrogen Bank system to e-fuels? They also point to the problem of SAF
allowances being limited to ETS scope, which represents only 18% of SAF needs.

o Level playing field issues within the single market due to different interpretation of
the rules by MS (in particular due to discrepancies between RED and RefuelEU that
urgently need resolving) but also different tax incentives, remaining national targets,
which could lead to distortions. A dialogue with national administrations is needed.



o Call for a book and claim system under RefuelEU: current flexibility mechanism gives
too much power to fuel suppliers. B& C system needs to be limited to EU, not a
global mechanism as this would allow rich non-EU actors to claim fuels.

Main points raised by CAB Valean:

- Applauded the approach of bringing together actors from the supply chain together across
the private and public sector to pinpoint bottlenecks in SAF production. Similar to what we
are doing with RLCF and encourage them to engage fully in that process.

- OnIRA: EU is looking at ways to facilitate support — NZIA, Innovation Fund, etc. Clean
Transition Dialogues currently underway are also exploring whether other possible measures
could be taken.

- Reminded of the gradual step-by-step approach taken under RefuelEU and the review clause
which will enable us to adapt to changing market conditions if needed.

- Urged the companies to send concrete suggestions in writing, including on proposal to
introduce a Hydrogen Bank system for e-kerosene / comments on Delegated Acts

- Indicated openness to discuss implementation issues with national administrations, also
regarding potential discrepancies between RED and ReFuelEU Aviation.





