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Minutes of the Meeting between Commissioner Valean and Airlines for America (A4A)
in Washington, D.C., USA, on 23/05/2023 at 11:00
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A4A

- American Airlines
- Atlas Air

- Delta Airlines

- FEDEX

- Jetblue

- United Airlines

- Adina Valean. Member of the European Commission, Transport and Mobility
- Filip Negreanu, Deputy Head, Cabinet of Commissioner Valean
- Cabinet of Commissioner Valean
0 Cabinet of Commissioner Valean

- Delegation of the European Union to the United States in Washington, D.C.

- Directorate-general for Transport & Mobility, European Commission

* In the bilateral with A4A senior leadership B
A4A welcomed the Commuissioner, stated that the transatlantic market was the most important

Wexpressed gratitude for the European leadership (SN

during COVID.

A4A and Commissioner then discussed the upcoming summer season challenges and
persisting staff in issues at airports, but also in ATC staff with FAA, and CBP staffing, while
TSA staffing should be fine.

They expect problems regarding Customs and Border agents since so many have been

deployed to southern border [

A4A also mentioned the 5G interference issue as one area where one can expect some
disruption, as not all airlines have been able to retrofit their radio altimeters [N

* In the full session (with A4A members), Commissioner underlined the excellent cooperation
under the EU-US ATA, which forms a solid basis for transatlantic traffic and welcomed the
cooperation and exchange with industry.



« United Airlines, on behalf of US airlines, spoke about the aviation challenges in the face of
an expanding market with more European connections than ever. It also pointed to the full
commitment of United to carbon neutrality for aviation in 2050. s

« Commissioner noted that aviation was also booming in the EU (19% up over last year and
8% compared to same period 2019). She explained that some congestion was expected in the
summer due to a series of challenges: staffing issues in some airports, strikes in ATC in
France, slow modernisation of ATM s
. She
said that the key to address those issues was cooperation and transparency among all
stakeholders, the national authorities, airports, airlines, police and border control.

Commissioner also underlined that SAF was the best and most promising option to

decarbonise aviation. |G

FEDEX would also support the book and claim mechanisms as regards SAF uptake. Finally,
FEDEX raised the threats to the EU-US ATA, as evidenced by recent legislation in Senate,
and vowed to work with the EU to address the issue in the US.

* In conclusion @ thanked Commissioner for taking the time to meet, and she
promised to take more time for the next meeting, whether in Brussels or in D.C.





