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Brussels, 11 October 2022

Report of the meeting
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COM:

e EVP Timmermans;
e Helena Braun, Member of Cabinet;
e Antoine Colombani, Member of Cabinet.

the meeting P Veol
: Veolia [l
the meeting med to meet EVP Timmermans as soon as possible, in

order to discuss the Green Deal, the European water policy, waste (and
recycling) and circular economy.

Issues raised .
& follow-up Veolia supports the Green Deal.
¢ As a multinational, Veolia wants to promote European environmental

practices at global level.

¢ At European level, using existing funding should speed up our green
and energy transitions. was particularly committed
to the implementation of the Green Deal and spoke in favour of
ambitious objectives.

¢ Veolia has set itself the objective of energy self-sufficiency at all its
sites within 5 years through the installation of photovoltaic panels on
its buildings, factories and covered landfills.

Water

e Water reuse is the solution to water scarcity. This non-drinking water
can be used for activities such as watering, cleaning streets and
industrial sites, washing vehicles, etc.

e In Spain, 15 % of water from treatment plants is reused, 100 % in
Israel and 0.1 % in France.

o« I proposed two regulatory options to encourage
recycling of purified waste water:

— imposing binding targets, i.e a mandatory water reuse targets in
the annual consumption of the Member States;

— prohibiting the use of drinking water for outdoor cleaning
activities, and use instead purified water.

e Specific water distribution networks for purified waste water will have
to be installed, similar to what exists in Spain.

¢ Substantial water savings would be achieved through the renovation
of current networks, some of which are so old that they cause up to
50 % losses in some cities.




Biogas

Biogas production from scrubbing sludge or waste stored in closed
landfills has a considerable potential for development. Up to its
maximum, it would replace 25 % of Russian gas purchased by
Europeans. This ambitious target could be achieved within 5 years.

Circular economy

Notes

Of copies

stressed the need to generate a demand for
secondary raw materials and products which incorporate a certain
percentage of recycled material. She argued for the imposition of a
minimum percentage of recycled material in new products.

However, non-recyclable materials will always exist, be it for public
health issues (asbestos) or other reasons, hence there is also role
for waste-to-energy.

Veolia expressed reservations about the cost-effectiveness and
environmental impact of recycling certain types of hazardous waste.
The debate between Veolia and the Commission services on this
subject will continue.

Regarding critical raw materials, Veolia is building a plant whose
technology will allow a better separation and recovery of metals,
especially rare ones (Cobalt).

The EVP agreed with the importance to ensure a well functioning EU
market for secondary raw materials and also step up the recovery of
critical raw materials. He also stressed the need to promote
successful examples of sustainable and climate-friendly solutions in
order to convince society of the need for changes to achieve the
green and energy transitions. The EVP also recalled the European
strategy and proposed legislation on batteries.
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