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Meeting between HoC M. Asenius and the Confederation of British Industry - 14/11

CBI introduced the discussion by referring to the high level roundtable organized with PM
May on Brexit. The CBI and business groups from across Europe, including
BusinessEurope, discussed the importance of positive progress in the UK-EU negotiations,
the need for urgent agreement on a ‘status quo’ transition, and the importance of beginning
discussions on a future economic relationship that draws on existing close economic ties. CBI
stressed the need for greater clarity on the future arrangements, including whether transitional
arrangements could prolong the status quo until a new deal is implemented. CBI also
welcomed EU and UK’s efforts to ensure a smooth transition in WTO. MA explained that
discussions on the basis of the joint letter from the EU and the UK in Geneva was now
underway.

On the broader trade agenda, CBI asked about progress and timing on the Japan EPA, on
Mercosur. CBI also looked forward to COM’s proposal on data flows soon and asked
whether the adequacy approach taken with Japan could serve as a model for future
negotiations. MA explained that internal COM work on the data flows' provision was under
way and that the adequacy discussions with Japan proceed on a parallel track.



