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Meeting with VCI (Verband der Chemischen Industrie e.V. - VCI) & IGBCE presidents

14 February 2024

Participants

VCI & IGBCE:

European Commission: EVP Vestager, Thomas Woolfson, Christiane Canenbley, Stina Soewarta, Michele 
Piergiovanni, Liliane Kariinger, Andreaa Ticheruu,

The meeting took place on initiative of VCI and IGBCE. The representatives of VCI and IGBCE shared their 
organisation's positions on current files.

• On research, the VCI President stressed the importance of investing into less harmful chemicals. 
Sufficient funds for research will be dependent on having the right framework conditions in 
place and by companies' abilities to generate sufficient revenues to invest into research. EVP 
Vestager agreed on the importance of leveraging research funds and outlined recent efforts for 
an increased research cooperation on chemical substitutes as part of the TTC consultations with 
the US, in particularly regarding PFAS.

• On energy, the VCI President emphasised the issue of price competitiveness for German 
chemical companies in light of current high energy prices. He further pointed to the need to 
enable subsidised energy for industrial use until enough renewable energy would become 
available. EVP Vestager stressed the need for an interconnected European energy market which 
would bring prices in Europe to a level ensuring fair competition.

• On regulatory burden, the representatives reiterated their commitment to the targets of the 
Green Deal but stressed the need to reduce the overregulation of supply chains for renewable 
technologies (i.e., new hydrogen legislation) and to reduce administrative burdens, including 
incoherent reporting obligations (i.e., Due Diligence Act). EVP Vestager explained that the 
Commission is committed to making legislation less burdensome, including through the 'one-in 
one-out' principle.

• On subsidies, the representatives highlighted the cost pressure that European companies are 
facing in the context of the IRA, in the global market. The VCI President remarked the advantages 
of the IRA by subsidising companies through tax benefits. EVP Vestager stressed that the EU has 
no direct fiscal competencies but that continuing efforts to realise a capital market union could 
provide the scale-up of capital needed for new investments into production.

EVP Verstager and her members of Cabinet took good note of the points raised by VCI and IGBCE 
representatives.
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