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COURTESY TRANSLATION

President von der Leyen would like to thank you for your letter in which you 
shared your concerns in the context of the COVID-19 crisis. Please accept our 
apologies for the late reply.

First of all, I agree with you that this is a very crucial moment for the European 
Union. Addressing this unprecedented crisis requires all actors to step up their 
efforts and to work together. Ī can assure you that the European Commission is 
using all tools available to help Europe address the current crisis, in close and 
continuous cooperation with Member States.

The Commission adopted an initial economic response to the outbreak on 
13 March 2020, followed by the adoption of the Temporary Framework for State 
Aid Measures on 19 March 2020 and the proposal to activate the general escape 
clause of the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP) on 20 March 2020. On 
2 April 2020. a new set of far-ranging measures was adopted to mobilise every 
euro of the EU budget, with a view to protecting lives and livelihoods. Further 
actions at EU-level were launched to support firms, workers and self-employed 
and further provide shelter to the most vulnerable, through the Coronavirus 
Response Investment Initiative (CRII) and Coronavirus Response Investment 
Initiative Plus (CRII+).

In addition, a new instrument to Support to mitigate Unemployment Risks in an 
Emergency (SURE) was adopted.

On 27 May 2020, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a new 
recovery instrument “Next Generation EU” in order to revitalise the economy and 
get it back on a path of sustainable growth in all Member States.

I share your opinion regarding the need to ensure health and safety of workers in 
these times of public health crisis. To assist employers in preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 at the workplace, the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work 
has recently published “COVID-19: guidance for the workplace”. In close 
cooperation with the Commission, the Agency has also published EU Guidance 
for a safe return to the workplace, containing practical advice for employers and 
companies.
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With regard to the availability of personal protective equipment, the Commission 
is advancing four accelerated procedures for joint procurement of medical 
count enneasures: two for personal protective equipment - masks, gloves, 
goggles, face-shields, and overalls - as well as one for medical ventilators and 
one for laboratory supplies, including testing kits. In addition, the recently 
modified Union Civil Protection Mechanism legislation permits the creation of 
strategic stockpiling under the rescEU reserve.

Tackling the immense challenges ahead is only possible with the close 
cooperation of all actors involved. This also includes stakeholders, notably the 
social partners at European and national level. The European Commission is 
working closely with social partners on measures to address the COVID-19 crisis.

I am confident that Europe will rise to this challenge. It is clear that the world of 
tomorrow will be very different, and finding the answers in this new world will 
require trust, courage and solidarity. Above all, it will require that we continue to 
work together.

Yours sincerely,

Bjoem SEIBERT
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