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The Director-General

Brussels
GROW.B.1

Ms Karine Pfenniger
20 rue Bouvier
75011 Paris

France

By email: ask+request-15306-
b0a03f9c@asktheeu.org

Subject:  Your application for access to documents — Ref. EASE 2024/6894

Dear Ms Pfenniger,

We refer to your request for access to documents registered on 11/12/2024 as well to your
clarification reply received on 23/12/2024 during the Commission’s end-of-year public
holiday period and registered on the day of return to operational business on 03/01/2025.

Your request concerns:
1. I am requesting documents which contain the following information:

- The list of all meetings, physical, virtual or on the phone, between COLIPA
representatives and DG GROW representatives, between 01/01/2008 and 31/12/2011;

- The list of all meetings, physical, virtual or on the phone, between Cosmetics Europe
representatives and DG GROW representatives, between 01/01/2012 and today;

2. All documentation, including but not limited to attendance lists, agendas, background
papers, minutes/notes and email correspondence about or summarising, the following:

- Meeting on the preparation of REACH and of the cosmetics regulation between
Cosmetics Europe representatives and Thierry Breton, Commissioner and Joan Canton,
Cabinet member of Thierry Breton on 16/03/2023;

- Meeting on the Chemicals strategy: REACH, CLP and CPR revisions between Cosmetics

Europe representatives and Joan Canton, Cabinet Member of Thierry Breton on
09/06/2022.
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With the following clarification: “For the first two points of my request concerning DG
level, the topics concerned are: the CPR, the CLP, REACH, the SCCS and the Assessment
Strategy for Hair Dyes Safety. The relevant DG(s) targeted for the time period between
2008 and 2015 (before the establishment of DG GROW) are: DG ENTR and DG SANCO.”

Please note that due to the wide scope of your request, parts of your request have been
attributed to the Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE) (Y). This
reply relates only to the documents held by the Directorate-General for Internal Market,
Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROW). You will receive the replies from DG
SANTE in due course. Furthermore, Cosmetics Europe also participates in the meetings of
the Working Group on Cosmetic Products. These meetings are organised by the
Commission, and the minutes are available on https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-
groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&grouplD=1302.

We have identified the 8 enclosed documents that fall within the scope of the first two
points of your request.

A complete disclosure of the identified documents is prevented by the exception
concerning the protection of privacy and the integrity of the individual outlined in Article
4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, because they contain the following personal
data:

- the names/initials, contact information and functions of Commission staff members
not pertaining to the senior management.
- the names/initials, contact details and functions of other natural persons.

Article 9(1)(b) of the Data Protection Regulation does not allow the transmission of these
personal data, except if you prove that it is necessary to have the data transmitted to you
for a specific purpose in the public interest and where there is no reason to assume that the
legitimate interests of the data subject might be prejudiced. In your request, you do not
express any particular interest to have access to these personal data nor do you put forward
any arguments to establish the necessity to have the data transmitted for a specific purpose
in the public interest.

Consequently, 1 conclude that, pursuant to Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001, access cannot be granted to the personal data contained in the requested
documents, as the need to obtain access thereto for a purpose in the public interest has not
been substantiated and there is no reason to think that the legitimate interests of the
individuals concerned would not be prejudiced by disclosure of the personal data
concerned.

Regarding the last two points of your request (meetings at the level of the Cabinet of former
Commissioner Thierry Breton), we regret to inform you that DG GROW does not hold any
documents that would correspond to the description given in your application.

As specified in Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, the right of access as
defined in that regulation applies only to existing documents in the possession of the
institution.

(*) DG SANTE : EASE 2025/0114
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Given that no such documents, corresponding to the description given in your application,
are held by DG GROW, DG GROW is not in a position to fulfil this part of your request.

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make
a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed to the Secretariat-General of the
Commission within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter. You can submit it in one
of the following ways:

by asking for a review via your portal (°) account (available only for initial requests
submitted via the portal account),

or by mail:

European Commission

Secretariat-General

Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.C.1)
BERL 7/076

B-1049 Bruxelles

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu

Yours sincerely,

Kerstin Jorna
Director-General

Electronically signed

Enclosure: 8 documents and the list of documents

(®) https://www.ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-request
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