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Kerstin Jorna and Director-General of Cosmetics Europe
— 7 May 2020

DG GROW: Kerstin Jorna (Director General)

Carlo Pettinelli (Director D,
D4)
D4)

At the request of Cosmetics Europe (CosEur), the meeting focused on three key topics,
namely the economic importance of the EU cosmetics sector, risk and science based
policy-making and international activities. Director General Kirsten Jorna asked CosEur
to clarify their expectations vis-a-vis DG GROW for each of the topics.

Participants:

CosEur introduced its science-driven and highly innovative sector where the EU is the
global flagship producer of cosmetics and personal care products in the world. The EU
market is valued at approximately €78 billion in 2019.

Expectations: Even though the cosmetics industry is known to be resistant to economic
downturns since consumers continue to purchase relatively inexpensive goods such as
toothpaste and face creams, it is important that CosEur’s competitiveness and its 77
scientific innovation facilities in Europe are able to resist the COVID-19 crisis.

CosEur praised the success of the EU regulatory framework on cosmetics and its
underlying principles founded on risk assessment, science and proportionality. The EU
Cosmetics Regulation ensures a level playing field and an internal market for cosmetics;
nevertheless, certain Member States have been recently applying their own interpretation
on the regulation of certain substances (e.g. nanomaterials) which could lead to
fragmentation of the internal market.



The current debates on microplastics and endocrine disruptors are further examples
where proportionate regulatory measures and risk and science based policy making
should be preserved as they are crucial to the integrity of the cosmetics sector and
preservation of the EU internal market.

Expectations: CosEur pleads that the key principles of proportionality and risk and
science based policy making of the EU cosmetics regulatory framework are upheld,
especially since the sector is affected by regulatory implications of horizontal legislations
(e.g. REACH, CLP). The constant technical update of the Regulation should be pursued
in compliance with the indications of the Scientific Committee but without putting in
question the basic principles of the Regulation.

CosEur highlighted its international activities such as regulatory dialogue with China and
India, key countries for EU exports of cosmetics. Despite challenges, regulatory dialogue
needs to be strengthened while promoting the EU’s regulatory model, which represents a
successful model of reference at international level. This is also one of the key objectives
of the International Cooperation on Cosmetics Regulation (ICCR) with the EU currently
holding the rotating Presidency.

CosEur also announced, after long internal debate, its readiness to support an
international ban on animal testing in cosmetics based on the EU model, as requested by
the European Parliament, but stressed the need for the validation and regulatory
acceptance of alternative testing methods.

Expectations: Regulatory dialogue to ensure compatibility rather than full convergence
with the EU regulatory framework on cosmetics needs to be continued, especially with
China and India, as well as in the context of the ICCR. A ban on animal testing in
cosmetics should be promoted on the basis of the EU model.
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