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Subject: Cosmetics Europe - Request for a Meeting on Microplastics

Dear

Thank you for your request to meet concerning the restriction of intentionally added 
microplastics and its possible impact on the cosmetic sector.

As you are aware, the European Commission requested the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) to prepare a restriction dossier for intentionally added microplastics under the 
REACH Regulation in the context of the Plastics Strategy. ECHA and its scientific 
committees - the Risk Assessment and Socio-Economic Analysis committees (RAC and 
SEAC), have the task to review the restriction dossier and will reflect their analysis in a 
joint committees opinion. RAC finalised its opinion in the month of June1 and a 
consultation on the draft opinion by SEAC took place over the summer, where 
stakeholders could once again contribute to the process.
We appreciate that you have provided a contribution to the SEAC consultation. ECHA 
and SEAC are now reviewing the contributions received and will integrate relevant 
evidence in their assessment. The Commission remains an observer until the scientific 
assessment is finalised.

It is expected that ECHA will finalise its work by the end of 2020 and then submit its 
opinion to the European Commission. It is only after having received the opinions from 
ECHA, that the Commission will consider them and, if the conditions for the restriction 
are met, will prepare a draft restriction measure and submit this for discussion and 
opinion to Member States in the REACH Committee.

1 https://echa.europa.ewfr/-/rac-backs-restncting-intentional-uses-of-niicroplastics
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For those reasons, we consider that a meeting would not be convenient at this moment in 
time. We invite you to contact us again once the ECHA opinions are finalised.

We thank you for your interest and involvement in this process.

Yours sincerely,

(e-sign)
Carlo Pettinelli

DG Internal Market, Industry 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs

(e-sign)
Kestutis Sadauskas 
DG Environment
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