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MINUTES 
of the meeting of 24 September 2020, 14.00-15.30 

Brussels and Webex 

The meeting opened at 14.00 on Thursday, 24 September 2020, with Antonio López-Istúriz 
White (Chair) presiding. 

1. Adoption of the agenda (PE 646.227) 
  

Agenda was approved. 
 
2. Chair's announcements 
 
None. 
 
3. Exchange of views on the significance for Israel and the region of the agreements, 

signed on the 15th September 2020, between the State of Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates, and between the State of Israel and the Kingdom of Bahrain - in the 
presence of:  

 
 

• H.E. Ambassador Aharon Leshno-Yaar, Head of the Mission of Israel to the EU 
and NATO  

• H.E. Ambassador Mohamed Issa Hamad Abushahab, Embassy of the United 
Arab Emirates to the Kingdom of Belgium   

• H.E. Dr. Bahia Jawad Al Jishi, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the 
Kingdom of Belgium  

• Mr. Fernando Gentilini, Managing Director, Middle East and North Africa, 
European External Action Service  
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The Chair Antonio López-Istúriz opened the meeting congratulating Israel, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, as well as the United States, for hosting such a historical event and for 
the conclusion of the Abraham accords. He expressed the opinion that the commitment of 
normalization of relations is an important step, with clear benefits for the signatory countries 
and for the region. He recalled that the European Union, as stated by the VP/HR Borrell, 
supports the normalisation of relations between Israel and the United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain and is ready to work to foster regional cooperation, for a peaceful, stable and 
prosperous Middle East.  
 
The Chair referred to the window of opportunity offered by the accords, stating that in a region 
that is changing, the relations that supported the previous status quo are also changing. He 
stressed the importance that the EU positions itself in this new context and realizes that it has 
the ability and should have the political courage to engage with its partners for positive change.  
 
He appealed to the Members to grasp this important moment, stressing that the EU should not 
be left outside these evolutions, and for that, disagreements should be put aside and shown that 
the EU is part of the solution.  
 
Referring to the importance of regular dialogue and mutual understanding, the Chair reiterated 
the opinion that the meetings of the European Union - Israel Association Council should be 
resumed as soon as possible.  
 
He also stressed that, for a comprehensive peace, there is the need that meaningful talks 
restart between Israeli and Palestinians, towards a negotiated and viable two-state solution that 
can bring long-lasting security and peace to both Israeli and Palestinian people. 
 
Mr. Aharon Leshno-Yaar, Head of the Mission of Israel to the EU and NATO described the 
Accords as historic agreements which mark a momentous event in the history of the Middle 
East - in which UAE, Bahrain and Israel, boldly chose cooperation and dialogue over division. 
He further added that they will serve to advance security and stability across the region.  
 
The Ambassador said that Israel was pleased to see the congratulatory statement by VP/HR 
Borrell on behalf of the EU27 and expressed the opinion that it would also be in the EU interest 
that more countries join this ‘circle of peace and turn their back to the circle of hate’.  
 
He expressed the opinion that the EU could take a proactive role in working with Israel and its 
partners in the Abraham Accords to explore ways to strengthen and inject even more content 
into their cooperation.  
 
Finally, he reassured that Israel is not turning its back to the Palestinian issue. He assured that 
the Abraham Accords do not erode prospects for peace between Israelis and Palestinians. He 
underlined that Israel is hoping that Palestinians will recognise that they can leverage the desire 
for normal relations with Israel to advance their own interests and that Europe should encourage 
them in this sense. 
 
Mr. Mohamed Issa Hamad Abushahab, Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to the 
European Union, referred to the Abraham accord as historical and stressed that it was preceded 
by informal relations, for years, with Israel. Then, as things developed, it became natural to 
look at normalising relations with Israel. In an open, globalised world, the absence of a formal 
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relation made no sense and it would have been also incompatible with the United Arab Emirates 
development model.  
 
He also stressed that, in parallel, there has been a growing feeling in the United Arab Emirates, 
that Arab - Israeli relations were at a dead end. That, after decades of isolation, things had not 
moved at all closer to peace, instead, animosity was feeding extremists on all sides and 
perpetuating prejudices. From United Arab Emirates perspective, it was time to try a different 
approach, to replace animosity with cooperation and to look for positive sum solutions that 
might be able to break the existent stalemate.  
 
The Ambassador explained that these two dynamics merged in the first part of 2020, over the 
issue of annexation. He stated that, as the EU and other international partners, United Arab 
Emirates were extremely concerned about the lack of progress in the two-state talks, and, 
thought that any possible annexation would kill all prospects for a two-state solution.  
 
He referred at their strong statements against the annexation plans, including articles in the 
Israeli press, addressing directly to the Israeli people and emphasizing that the annexation 
would jeopardize the prospects for normalising relations with the Arab world. He stressed 
the message was indicating a desire to move forward not backwards. Then, discussions 
intensified and the opportunity culminated with the Abraham Accord, where the United Arab 
Emirates, as the Ambassador stated, would formally establish bilateral relations with Israel and 
Israel would take annexation off the table. 
 
He also expressed the opinion that the accords have provided fresh momentum for negotiations 
on the two-state solution. He underlined that it will be up to the Palestinians and the Israelis to 
enter into negotiations and that the United Arab Emirates encourages both sides to seize this 
opportunity.  
 
Dr. Bahia Jawad Al Jishi, Bahrain Ambassador to Belgium stressed that Bahrain has always 
been a commercial crossroad between East and West and has a legacy of diversity based on the 
values of tolerance, coexistence and respect for all religions, cultures and ethnicities. She 
referred at the recent accord as a courageous step and historical agreement which comes from 
a long coexistence in the society of the Kingdom of Bahrain, where all religions have coexisted.  
 
Establishing relations with the State of Israel comes in line with the Kingdom willingness to 
establish peace in the Middle East and enhance regional security and stability and to end the 
Israeli - Palestinian conflict, while preserving the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, in 
accordance with the Arab Peace Initiative and two-state solution.  
 
The Vice-Chair of the European Parliament Delegation for relations with the Arab Peninsula 
(DARP), Marc Tarabella stressed that DARP Delegation welcomes the conclusion of Abraham 
Accords, which bring nations and people closer and expressed the wish they will pave the way 
for a stable and peaceful Middle East.  
 
From DARP point of view, he called for the European Union (EU) and notably the European 
Parliament (EP) to take stock of the agreements and multiply their effects, aiming at finding a 
viable solution to the current conflict and dispute in the region. He also expressed the wish that 
the accords will pave the way to a fair and mutually satisfactory solution for the Palestinians 
under the principle of the two-state solution.  
 



PE646.227v01.00 4/8 PV\1214558EN.docx 

EN 

Mr Fernando Gentilini, managing director Middle East and Nord Africa, European External 
Action Service, referred to the VP/HR Josep Borrell statement on behalf of EU 27, underlining 
that, without any doubts, the EU welcomes this development, the announcement of 
normalisation, wishing for more of these.  
 
He accentuated that there are many opportunities to be grasped, and the European Union should 
do its best to take this opportunity. The EU promotes dialogue, mutual understanding with and 
between its partners, one more reason to support the agreements. This process will benefit 
everyone, the signatory countries but also the other countries in the region as it will help 
stabilize the region as a whole.  
 
The EU remains committed to a comprehensive and lasting peace for the entire region and 
stands ready to work with everybody, also with international partners, to move forward on this. 
The role of the United States has also to be recognised.  
 
He mentioned that the EU is willing to strengthen its bilateral relations with all the three 
countries. In particular, when it comes to the meeting of the Association Council with Israel, 
this is the result of consensus among Member States. He stressed that the current developments 
could help this consensus to be reached.  
 
On the Middle East Peace Process, he recalled that the EU remains committed to the peace 
process and stressed that it is necessary to think how to take advantage of these new 
developments. He underlined the importance for the two parties to talk again, and possibly, to 
move on. He stressed that the EU and its partners have to be united and accompany this process 
and assured that the European Union is ready to continue to play its role on that.  
 
The Chair concluded underlining that the Delegation will continue to closely follow the 
implementation of the Israel - United Arab Emirates and Israel - Bahrain ‘Abraham’ accords 
and their possible extension to other Gulf or MENA countries, in cooperation with other 
delegations or committees.  
 
He reiterated the importance of a first meeting, sooner rather than later, with the new Knesset, 
noting in the same time the difficulties caused by the raising of Covid-19 in Israel. 
 
4. Any other business 
None.  
 
5. Date and place of the next meeting 
The secretariat will inform. 

The meeting closed at 15.30. 

  
 










