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To:
Mr Luis Miquel Hurtado Coronado

Advance copy by e-mail:
ask+request-15715-efa9a8e8@asktheeu.org

Subject: Your application for public access to documents — EASE 2025/1480

Dear Mr Hurtado Coronado,

We refer to your requested registered on the 13" of March 2025, in which you submitted
an application for access to documents within the framework of Regulation (EC)
1049/20011,

1. SCOPE OF YOUR REQUEST

Your request concerned “all documents related to the 27 February 2025 meeting on
""Steel sector crisis and engagement of the industry in future R&I initiatives", organized
by DG Research and Innovation and attended by Eurofer representatives”, [...]
specifically:

- All correspondence (emails, letters, briefings, memos) exchanged between DG
Research and Innovation and industry representatives or other stakeholders
regarding the meeting, both before and after the event.

- Preparatory documents, including briefing notes, agendas, talking points, or
background reports prepared ahead of the meeting.

- Presentations (slides, reports, documents) shared during or related to the
meeting.

- Meeting notes and minutes, including any conclusions or follow-up actions.

- A list of participants, specifying their roles, affiliations, and any external
organizations represented.

- A summary of the topics discussed, covering key concerns, proposed initiatives,
or industry feedback on research and innovation policies.

! Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001 regarding
public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43).
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We have identified four documents falling under the scope of your request (hereinafter
the 'requested documents’), namely:

1. “Key proposals to save the EU steel industry, jobs & green investment”,
EUROFER, 17 January 2025, Ref. Ares(2025)2581708;

2. “Key proposals to save the EU steel industry, jobs & green investment —
ANNEX”, EUROFER, 17 January 2025;

3. “Meeting invite”, 31/03/2025, Ref. Ares(2025)2582843 ;

4. “Meeting minutes”, 31/03/2025, Ref. Ares(2025)2582843

2. EXAMINATION UNDER REGULATION (EC) No 1049/2001

We are pleased to inform you that full access can be granted to Documents 1, 2 and 4.
Document 4 is available on the official website of the Commission?, and we enclose a
copy of Documents 1 and 2.

As for Document 3, partial access can be granted to it. We have only expunged some
personal data, which disclosure is prevented by Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001, as explained below.

Protection of privacy and the integrity of the individual

According to Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) 1049/2001, access to documents is
refused where disclosure would undermine the protection of "privacy and the integrity of
the individual", in particular in accordance with European Union legislation regarding the
protection of personal data®.

Document 3 contains personal data such as names and surnames of Commission’s
officials not having the function of senior management staff and of the third parties
identified in the document. This information clearly constitutes personal data in the
meaning of Article 3(1) of Regulation 2018/1725.

Pursuant to Article 9(1)(b) of Regulation 2018/1725, personal data shall only be
transmitted to recipients established in the Union other than Union institutions and bodies
if ‘[t]he recipient establishes that it is necessary 10 have the data transmitted for a
specific purpose in the public interest and the controller, where there is any reason to
assume that the data subject’s legitimate interests might be prejudiced, establishes that it
IS proportionate to transmit the personal data for that specific purpose after having
demonstrably weighed the various competing interests’.

2 https://ec.europa.eu/transparencyinitiative/meetings/exportmeetings.do?doc=22916711-e060-4034-b4f7-
5d0a539108e6&host=no

3 Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions,
bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No
45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC (‘Regulation 2018/1725”).
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According to Article 9(1)(b) of Regulation 2018/1725, the European Commission has to
examine the further conditions for a lawful processing of personal data only if the first
condition is fulfilled, namely if the recipient has established that it is necessary to have
the data transmitted for a specific purpose in the public interest. In your request, you do
not put forward any arguments to establish the necessity to have the data transmitted for a
specific purpose in the public interest.

Therefore, personal data have been withheld from the requested documents.

3. DISCLAIMER AND RE-USE OF THE DOCUMENTS

Please note that Documents 1 and 2 were received by the Commission from EUROFER.
They are disclosed for information only and cannot be re-used without the agreement of the
originator, who holds a copyright on them. They do not reflect the position of the
Commission and cannot be quoted as such.

You may reuse Documents 3 and 4 free of charge for non-commercial and commercial
purposes provided that the source is acknowledged, that you do not distort the original
meaning or message of the documents. Please note that the Commission does not assume
liability stemming from the reuse.

4. MEANS OF REDRESS

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) 1049/2001, you are entitled to make a
confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. Such a
confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt of
this letter to the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following address:

European Commission

Secretary-General

Unit SG C.1 - Transparency, document management & access to documents
BERL 7/076

B-1049 Brussels

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu

Yours sincerely,

Matthias WILL
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Electronically signed on 25/04/2025 14:51 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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