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Cabinet of Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission

Meeting minutes

Title and date President von der Leyen's meeting with MEP Lenaers, Mr André Rieu and Mr Emile Roemer - 
3 October 2024

Participants President von der Leyen
Dana Spinant, Director General for Communication

External participants:
Mr André Rieu
Mr Jeroen Lenaers, MEP
Mr. Emile Roemer (governor of the province of Limburg NL) 

^^^of Mr. Rieu)

Summary The main topics discussed at the meeting included:

• Mr Andre Rieu shared his experience of working on projects including Ukrainian 
artists; interlocutors exchanged on the importance of such cooperation in the 
current context, following Russia's invasion of Ukraine

• The role of culture in Europe and globally and possibilities to increase cooperation 
and scale up cross-border projects; Mr Rieu shared his thoughts about bringing 
together musicians from EU Member States to form the largest European Male 
Choir

• Interlocutors referred to a letter from DG EAC in response to Mr Rieu's request for 
information on funding for cultural cooperation projects in Europe, which explains 
the Creative Europe Programme, the tool to fund cooperation projects with a 
European dimension, involving several Member States.
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