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DG Hololei's meeting with European airlines 

Scene setter 

You will meet representatives from the following European airlines: Lufthansa Group, SAS, 
Finnair, Air France/KLM, ITA and LOT. This will be a timely opportunity to understand the 
current business environment in Japan, and in particular, the opportunities and challenges 
European companies' experience. As an introduction, you can present the purpose of your 
visit to Tokyo (17th EU-Japan Transport Dialogue) and your views on the EU-Japan 
transport relations. 

Furthermore, EU airlines' representatives are interested in discussing the 3 following 
topics: 

- Slot allocation: MOVE is currently not aware of any issue faced by EU air carriers to
keep their slots in Japan. However, ANA has repeatedly requested MOVE's support to
be granted the "justified non-use of slots exception" (JNUS) at EU airports (especially
BRU and COG) due to the dosure of Russian airspace (even a year after the war broke
out). EU national coordinators (especially BE and FR) argue that JNUS protection can
no longer be granted since airlines have had enough time to adapt to the circumstances.
MOVE considers this to be a sound argument and has supported this position. At the
same time, MLIT has informed that at the Transport Dialogue they will seek to discuss
this topic, arguing they will strive to keep the slots for EU carriers in the upcoming
summer season if the EU can reciprocate for Japan's carriers. This might be an
indication that EU airlines could actually be facing slot issues in the short-term. This
meeting should therefore seek to clarify this issue.

- Situation and future prospects for the Japanese market: E1 will provide an overview
on the Japanese market's current situation and future prospects in time for the meeting.

- Impact of Ukraine war on the business: an overview of the additional elapsed time
for eastbound flights between end-February and Mid-April 2022 by airline and route is
provided in the background.

Additionally, optional speaking points have been included on aviation agreements (BASA, 
HA, CAT A) and One-Stop Security (OSS) arrangements, which will surely be of interest to 
EU airlines. 

Meeting Participants: 

I Name I Title I Organisation

t
ufthansa Group (representing Lufthansa, 

.- wiss and Austrian Airlines) 
SAS 

innair 

116 
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