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 Open Verse is a recent initiative launched by GSMA and involving 12 operators.

From the European side, Telefónica, Orange, Vodafone and Deutsche Telekom are

involved. Their target is to present Open Verse in MWC 2023 in Barcelona,

although still not clarified if already as a commercial product or still at conceptual

level.

 Open Verse proposes a layer of APIs to allow applications with special

requirements the direct interaction with the network, going deeper in the concept of

NaaS (Network as a Service).

Key Messages 

Fair share 

 I want to launch a thorough discussion on the vision for the future of the

connectivity infrastructure.

 The amount of data exchanged – and harvested – is larger than ever and will increase.

The metaverses and virtual worlds, the rapid move towards cloud, the use of

innovative technologies online are making this even more evident.



 

   

Ongoing decision-
making process 
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first subpara
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Defensives / Q&A 

Fair share: 

When will the Commission publish a proposal on fair share? 

 The topic of a potential need for a “fair contribution” to network costs by OTT players

is complex and deserves proper reflection. Any decision should be made by

understanding the underlying facts and figures. The Commission is engaging in an

open dialogue with all stakeholders. Moreover, this reflection needs to be framed

within the broader reflection regarding the future of the telecoms sector, its

infrastructure and the related regulatory framework.
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Background 

Fair share 

 In November 2021, a joint letter from four telco CEOs called for a renewed effort

to rebalance the relationship between global technology giants and the European

digital ecosystem, for big tech platforms to contribute fairly to network costs.

 In January 2022, the Commission proposed a Declaration on digital rights and

principles for a human-centred digital transformation. In Chapter II: Solidarity and

inclusion, it contains a commitment to “developing adequate frameworks so that all

market actors benefiting from the digital transformation assume their social

responsibilities and make a fair and proportionate contribution to the costs of public

goods, services and infrastructures, for the benefit of all Europeans”. At the same

time, there is a commitment to protecting a neutral and open Internet where

content, services, and applications are not unjustifiably blocked or degraded.

 In February 2022, CEOs of Telefonica, DT, Vodafone and Orange published a

letter calling for large content platforms to contribute to the cost of the European

digital infrastructure that carries their services. They urgently called upon

legislators to introduce rules at EU level to make the principle that all market

players benefiting from the digital transformation make a fair and proportionate

contribution to the costs of public goods, services and infrastructures a reality.

 In February 2022, WIK-Consult issued a report on a study conducted for the

Federal Network Agency of Germany (BNetzA), which analyses the competitive

conditions on transit and peering markets. After an analysis of the relevant

developments in the markets and by focusing on the Implications for Europe's

digital sovereignty, the study concluded that the main focus of regulation, if any,

should be on ensuring an open and neutral internet to avoid artificial bottlenecks

and privatization of the internet by some very large parties.

 In April 2022, Frontier economics published a study on the estimation of OTT

traffic related costs on European telcos, which was commissioned by 4 major

European telcos (namely Deutsche Telekom, Orange, Telefonica and Vodafone).

The study concluded in specific estimations regarding the above costs for both the

fixed and mobile networks. Specifically, in the range of EUR 8-10 bln for fixed and

EUR 28-30 bln for mobile, translating to EUR 40-47 for fixed and EUR 43-46 for

mobile subscriber, per year.

 In May 2022, Axon Partners Group Consulting published a study on the “socio-

economic benefits of a fairer balance between tech giants and telecom operators”,

which was commissioned by the European Telecommunications Network

Operators' Association (“ETNO”). The study concluded that regulatory and policy

measures are required to achieve the benefits of the fair share contribution and

specifically, direct compensation by the OTT players of a certain size and/or
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CVs 

Participants: 

Personal 
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