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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR JUSTICE AND CONSUMERS
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Camille SCHYNS
ask+request-16232-
eefd9f86@asktheeu.org

Subject:  Your application for access to documents (EASE 2025/4029)

Dear Mr SCHYNS,

We refer to your request for access to European Commission documents registered on
6 August 2025 under the above-mentioned reference number.

Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay in responding to your application.

You requested access to:

“All documents—including but not limited to correspondence (including WhatsApp and
other messaging platforms), emails, minutes, notes (hand written or electronic), audio or
video recordings, verbatim reports, operational conclusions, lines to take, briefings, and
presentations—related to the following meetings of Commissioner McGrath and/or his
staff:

- with Connect Europe on 7 April 2025 ("Exchange of views on consumer protection”)
- with Bitkom on 15 April 2025 ("Data protection, e-privacy, simplification)

- with AmCham EU on 20 May 2025 (“Exchange on simplification, consumer and data
protection™)

- with Snap on 21 May 2025 ("Exchange of views on the Digital Fairness Act™)

- with TikTok on 30 May 2025 (“"Exchange of views on data protection and the forthcoming
Digital Fairness Act")

- with Google on 3 June 2025 ("Exchange of views on consumer protection and the Digital
Fairness Act")

- with Eurochambres on 15 July 2025 ("Exchange of views on simplification, CSDDD,
GDPR, the forthcoming Digital Fairness Act and third party litigation funding").”
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The following documents fall within the scope of your application:

1.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

RE: Meeting request Cabinet Commissioner McGrath - Connect Europe Digital
Fairness Act & Consumer protection - 19th March 2025 — 1 document (reference
number Ares(2025)1464013; registration date 24/02/2025).

Thank you - our meeting — AmCham — 1 document (reference number
Ares(2025)4246390; registration date 26/05/2025).

[THANK-YOU LETTER & RECOMMENDATION] Letter from CEO of Snap
Inc. — 2 documents (reference number Ares(2025)5555985; registration date
09/07/2025).

RE: Meeting Request Snap CEO - 2 documents (reference number
Ares(2025)1831830; registration date 07/03/2025).

RE: Letter from Snap CEO — 1 document (reference number Ares(2025)5879082;
registration date 18/07/2025).

Thank you letter from Snap - 2 documents (reference number
Ares(2025)4822095; registration date 17/06/2025).

MEETING REQUEST [early 2025] Letter to Commissioner McGrath from
TikTok CEO — 1 document (reference number Ares(2024)8906141; registration
date 12/12/2024).

RE: Letter to Commissioner McGrath from TikTok CEO — 1 document (reference
number Ares(2025)57599; registration date 06/01/2025).

RE: Google Meeting Request 3-4 June — 1 document (reference number
Ares(2025)3527621; registration date 30/04/2025).

MEETING REQUEST [16/04/2025] from the President of Eurochambers on
Justice for Growth Strategy, the simplification of CS3D, third party litigation
funding and the new consumer agenda — 1 document (reference number
Ares(2025)2611944; registration date 01/04/2025).

Briefing for Meeting between Commissioner McGrath and TikTok CEO Mr Shou
Chew (reference number CAB MCGRATH/344).

Briefing for Meeting with AmCham (reference number CAB MCGRATH/188).
Briefing for Meeting with CEO of Snap, Evan Spiegel (reference number CAB
MCGRATH/200).

Briefing for Meeting between Commission McGrath and Eurochambres
(reference number CAB MCGRATH/345).

The minutes of all requested meetings are available on the Transparency Register at the
following links:

Meetings of Commissioner Michael McGrath with interest representatives:
https://ec.europa.eu/transparencyinitiative/meetings/meeting.do?host=d1087ce5-

4151-449e-b2bd-a823eb61d2b4

Meetings of Cabinet members of Commissioner Michael McGrath with interest
representatives:
https://ec.europa.eu/transparencyinitiative/meetings/meeting.do?host=842faca6-

e2dd-403b-91c4-f30f630c694d
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Having examined identified documents under the provisions of Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001 regarding public access to documents (*), we have come to the conclusion that
they may be partially disclosed. Some parts of the documents have been redacted as their
disclosure is prevented by the exception to the right of access laid down in Article 4(1)(b) of
this Regulation. The redacted parts of the documents contain:

- the names and contact details of Commission staff members not pertaining to the
senior management;
- the names, contact details, CVs and handwritten signatures of other natural persons.

Article 9(1)(b) of the Data Protection Regulation (?) does not allow the transmission of
these personal data, except if you prove that it is necessary to have the data transmitted to
you for a specific purpose in the public interest and where there is no reason to assume that
the legitimate interests of the data subject might be prejudiced. In your request you do not
express any particular interest to have access to these personal data nor do you put forward
any arguments to establish the necessity to have the data transmitted for a specific purpose in
the public interest.

Consequently, we conclude that, pursuant to Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001, access cannot be granted to the personal data contained in the requested
documents, as the need to obtain access thereto for a purpose in the public interest has not
been substantiated and there is no reason to think that the legitimate interests of the individuals
concerned would not be prejudiced by disclosure of the personal data concerned.

Having examined the identified document No. 11 we would like to inform you that some
parts were redacted, as disclosure is prevented by the exception to the right of access laid
down in the third indent of Article 4(2) of Regulation (the protection of the purpose of ongoing
investigations).

Under the Consumer Protection Cooperation (CPC) Regulation (EU) 2017/2394 (3),
competent national authorities in EU and EEA countries cooperate with each other and with
the Commission in a network (the “CPC Network™) to coordinate their actions in addressing
suspected infringements of EU consumer law by traders.

Disclosure of the redacted parts would undermine the ongoing coordinated action of the CPC
Network against certain companies and reveal preliminary views that are still under
consideration. The information contained in the requested documents relates to ongoing
internal work evaluating the companies’ positions, current practices, and compliance with
existing EU consumer law. Disclosure at this stage would seriously compromise both the

(M) Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001 regarding
public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents, OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43-48

(® Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies,
offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and
Decision No 1247/2002/EC, OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39-98

(3) Regulation (EU) 2017/2394 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2017 on
cooperation between national authorities responsible for the enforcement of consumer protection laws and
repealing Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004, OJ L 345, 27.12.2017, pp. 1-26.



Commission’s and the CPC Network’s ability to collect and analyse information effectively,
and would hinder the necessary exchange with the companies involved in the ongoing action.

Moreover, certain parts of document No. 3 were redacted following consultation with Snap,
as disclosure is restricted by the exception to the right of access outlined in the first indent of
Article 4(2) of the Regulation, which protects the commercial interests of a legal person,
including intellectual property.

The exceptions laid down in Article 4(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 apply, unless
there is an overriding public interest in disclosure of the documents. In accordance with the
Regulation, we have carefully examined whether such an overriding public interest exists.
However, we have not been able to identify any such interest that would justify disclosure of
the redacted parts.

Additionally, portions of documents No. 11 and 12 have been redacted in accordance with
the exception to the right of access as outlined in the third indent of Article 4(3) of Regulation,
which concerns the protection of the public interest as regards international relations.

The redacted sections of document No. 11 involve sensitive elements related to the bilateral
relations between the EU and China, particularly in the arena of data flows. Disclosure of the
EU’s strategic considerations in this context could severely compromise ongoing negotiations
with China, potentially diminishing the EU’s negotiating power.

Similarly, the redacted excerpts in document No. 12 pertain to elements arising from the
implementation of negotiations between the Commission and U.S. authorities following the
invalidation of the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield by the Court of Justice of the EU. These
negotiations aimed to comply with the Court’s ruling by establishing a new data transfer
framework with enhanced safeguards (the EU-U.S. Data Privacy Framework), particularly
regarding access to data by national security authorities. Safeguarding the Commission's
credibility as a reliable negotiating partner is crucial. Building and maintaining mutual
trust is of paramount importance, as any breach could seriously impact ongoing discussions
and broader future cooperation in transatlantic data exchange and other areas of bilateral
collaboration.

Please note that documents No. 3 and 6 originating from Snap are disclosed to you based on
Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. However, this disclosure is without prejudice to the rules on
intellectual property, which may limit your right to reproduce or exploit the released
documents without the agreement of the originator, who may hold an intellectual property
right on them. The Commission does not assume any responsibility from their reuse.

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make
a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. Such a
confirmatory application should be addressed to the Secretariat-General of the Commission
within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter. You can submit it:

by mail, to:
European Commission
Secretariat-General

Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.A.2)



BERL 7/DCS
B-1049 Bruxelles

or by email, to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu

Yours sincerely,

Ana GALLEGO
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Electronically signed on 24/10/2025 17:36 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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