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Subject: Your application for access to documents - Ref GestDem No 2016/5887

Dear Mrs Katzemich,

I refer to your e-mail of 17 October 2016 in which you make a request for access to 
documents, registered on 20 October 2016 under the above mentioned reference number.

I would like to inform you that no documents were found that would correspond to the 
description given in your application as far as it concerns the list of all meetings in the past 
twelve months between DG ENV officials and EUTOP. Moreover, I would like to point out 
that no meetings were held between EUTOP and the Director General of DG ENV, 
Commissioner Vella or members of his Cabinet.

As already explained by my services, professional organisations or self-employed individual 
must register in the Transparency Register prior to meeting with members of the 
Commission, their Cabinets or Directors general. In addition, as of 1st December 2014 
Commissioners and Directors General report on their respective web pages all contacts and 
meetings they have held with registered professional organisations or self-employed 
individuals on any matter relating to EU policymaking and implementation. It is true that 
compelling reasons of public interest, such as those provided for in Article 4 of Regulation 
(EC) No 1049/2001 (access to documents), may require the non-disclosure of such contacts 
or meetings. However, this exception is not relevant in this case given that no meetings took 
place.

As specified in Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, the right of access as 
defined in that Regulation applies only to existing documents in the possession of the 
institution. Given that no such documents have been identified, the Commission is not in 
a position to meet your request.
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In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation 1049/2001, you are entitled to make a 
confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt 
of this letter to the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following address:

European Commission 
Secretary-General 
Transparency unit SG-B-4 
BERL 5/282 
B-1049 Bruxelles

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@:ec.europa.eu

Yours sincerely,

Daniel Calleja
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