
 

1 

 

Briefing for Director-General Juul Jørgensen 

 

PODCAST RECORDING AND PANEL DISCUSSION:  
BUILDING A TRANSATLANTIC CLEAN ENERGY ECONOMY 

 

Request (ENER/7807)  

 

Approved by:  (ENER.TF3) 
Lead:  (ENER.TF3);  

Contributors:  (ENER.TF3) 

 

SCENE SETTER 

 

Who First, you will do a 30-minute podcast recording with Dr. Joseph Majkut, Director 
of the CSIS Energy Security and Climate Change Program, who will moderate the 
conversation. 

Afterwards, you will take part in a private roundtable on building a transatlantic clean 
energy economy.  

Alongside you, will be:  

• Amb. Geoffrey Pyatt, Assistant Secretary of State for Energy Resources, 
U.S. Department of State,  

• Andrew Light, Assistant Secretary for International Affairs, U.S. Department 
of Energy. 

• Bélen Martinez Carbonell, EEAS Acting Deputy Secretary General  

Dr. Joseph Majkut will moderate the conversation. 

This event is organised by the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS) Energy Security and Climate Change Program (with support from the US 
Department of State).  

This roundtable will be held under Chatham House rule. 

When 14 March 2024, between 14:00-15:15 

Where The Center for Strategic and International Studies  

1616 Rhode Island Washington, DC 20036Ave NW  

Why Your main objectives are to highlight the European Union as an excellent place to 
invest in for clean energy technologies.  

Topics Podcast:  

 EU-US Energy Council, support for Ukraine, EU-US cooperation on energy security, 
working with the private sector, clean energy transition.  
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 Roundtable:  

• Session 1 topic: Transatlantic cooperation to reduce emissions from 
traditional fuels. 

• Session 2 topic:  Maintaining competitiveness in clean energy technologies. 

The roundtable is followed by a Q&A.  

 
TOP LINE MESSAGE  

 

• The EU is open for business and we are making it easier and better 

than ever before with the Net-Zero Industry Act and the Critical 

Raw Materials Act.  
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US LNG imports: Natural gas/LNG from the United States and increased 
renewables played a large part in providing additional energy security 
during those pivotal months. How are the United States and EU planning 
the next steps together to continue to balance energy security concerns 
while ensuring progress on the energy transition? 

• EU is on a clear path to climate neutrality. EU will continue 
importing US LNG – key part of our energy mix going forward.  

• If all regulation is implemented, the EU will decrease its gas 
demand significantly by 2050.   

• EU and US are also working on joint priorities ahead of COP29: 
global pledge on tripling RES and doubling EE, and methane 
emissions - co-leading Global Methane Pledge.  

 

 

Private sector: Working with the private sector is integral to developing 
and expanding the deployment of key energy technologies like hydrogen, 
storage, electric vehicles etc. How does the council coordinate and share 
information with industry leaders. 

• We meet with industry leaders bilateral and also coordinate 
among ourselves.  

• Highlight the work strand on CRMs/lithium – we are conducting 
joint engagement with industry: two workshops are being 
planned.  

• Looking to build a green transatlantic marketplace for clean tech 
and CRMs. EU and US working together on this. 

• We have the same goals, but there are irritants such as the IRA.  

 

 

Transatlantic energy cooperation: The council’s work on promoting 
energy diversification has been key to that progress. Moving forward, what 
are the areas on the trade agenda that can help foster greater collaboration 
on clean energy innovation? 

• Critical energy transition minerals are becoming increasingly 
important. This is an emerging work strand in the Council, but 
mainly for the Minerals Security Partnership.  
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• Co-leading with the US DoE the International Working Group on 

Measuring, Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MMRV). Working 

to ensure that does not allow stratification (sell the dirtier gas 

domestically and export the “cleaner” gas); that OGMP 2.0 remains at 

core; and that remains robust [mass-balanced] system. 

• EU Methane Regulation: Beginning bilateral outreach on implications of 

EU Methane Regulation to partners most likely to be affected by its 

external elements, namely 2027 MRV requirement and 2030 Methane 

Performance Standard. 
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DEFENSIVES 
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3. China controls 80% or more of the processing for lithium, cobalt, 

copper, rare earths and graphite. How is Europe responding? 

• Critical energy transition minerals are integral to the production of 

solar panels, wind turbines, batteries for energy storage, and electric 

vehicles.  

• We adopted a Critical Raw Materials Act to strengthen the EU’s critical 

raw materials capacities along all stages of the value chain.  

• It will also increase our resilience by reducing dependencies, 

increasing preparedness, and promoting supply chain sustainability 

and circularity. 

• The Act sets benchmarks for strategic raw materials by 2030: 

o Union extraction capacity of at least 10%. 

o Union processing capacity of at least 40%. 

o Union recycling capacity of at least 25%. 

o Not more than 65% of the Unions annual consumption originates in a 

single third country. 
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• Strategic partnerships with like-minded third countries of all continents 

– including in formats such as the Minerals Security Partnership 

launched with the US – are thus a core part of our efforts.  

• Towards China, decoupling is not our policy – with a partner as 

important as China, which is now our most important trading partner in 

terms of imports of goods, de-coupling is neither feasible nor 

desirable.  

 

4. All: Are attacks on the Red Sea having a wider impact on the risks 

associated with global trade? 

• We are closely monitoring the maritime situation in the Red Sea.  

• 15.5 Mt of LNG were shipped through the Red Sea to Europe in 
2023. This represented 12,9% of Europe’s LNG supply. 

• Several majors (e.g. Equinor, BP) temporarily stopped shipments 
through the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. So far, the situation has had no 
material impact on the EU’s energy security. 

• Re-routing the vessels through the Cape of Good Hope adds 
around 12.5 days, which entails an additional 15-20 vessels to fill the 
gap.  

• Ensuring maritime security through the Suez Canal remains key for 
oil and LNG trade, diversification, and optimisation of energy supply 
routes, and to ensure much needed revenues for Egypt at a very difficult 
juncture for its economy.  

• We count on continued strong cooperation with the US both as a trusted 
and reliable LNG supplier to overcome logistical disruptions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 




