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EU Commissioner Breton’s comments on Twitter ‘Stress Test’
in San Francisco

= Commissioner Breton welcomes Twitter’s participation in first-of-a-kind
digital policy readiness test: “Twitter is taking the exercise seriously.”

= Constructive exchange with Chair Elon Musk and CEO Linda Yaccarino

* Twitter committed to implement DSA but more work needed before
regulation kicks in on August 25

= Sufficient resources needed on content moderation, especially for EU local
languages

= Transparency needed in the fight against manipulated bots, disinformation
and propaganda —ahead of upcoming elections in EU

= Further stress tests with other online platforms planned in coming weeks

San Francisco, 22 June 2023

Today in San Francisco, EU Digital Chief Thierry Breton discussed the results of
Twitter’s readiness “stress test” to fully comply with the EU Digital Services Act
(DSA) with Executive Chair Elon Musk and CEO Linda Yaccarino at the company’s
headquarters.

The stress test was carried out yesterday (Wednesday 21 June) and today
(Thursday 22 June) by a team of Twitter staff and EU Commission officials, who
presented the results to Commissioner Breton, Elon Musk & Linda Yaccarino.

The checks covered areas including recommender systems, the controls to fight
illegal content online — such as online child sexual exploitation material and other
crimes — as well as Twitter’s approach to disinformation.

Commissioner Thierry Breton said:

“I welcome the fact that Twitter voluntarily agreed to such a mock exercise
at its headquarters.



I note the strong commitment of Twitter to comply with the DSA. Work needs
to continue.

Twitter aims to be the ‘public town square’. Given its size and importance in
European citizens’ lives, under the DSA it has a special responsibility to keep
users safe from illegal content such as hate speech, threats or defamation.

When it comes to online crime, there can be no half-measures. Very large
online platforms need to put the necessary internal controls and resources
in place to be ready for the new European rules.

Just like a car needs to pass a crash test before being put on the road, Twitter
needs to assess the risks of any features prior to deployment under the DSA.

Twitter is taking the exercise seriously and has identified the key areas on
which it needs to focus to comply with the DSA. With two months to go
before the new EU regulation kicks in, work needs to continue for the
systems to be in place and work effectively and quickly.

| told Elon Musk and Linda Yaccarino that Twitter should be very diligent in
preparing to tackle illegal content in the European Union.

Fighting disinformation, including pro-Russian propaganda, will also be a
focus area in particular as we are entering a period of elections in Europe.

Content moderation does not mean censorship. In Europe, there will be no
Ministry of Truth. What there will be is transparency. On algorithmic

processes, bots and targeted advertisement amplifying content.

The real test will come in two months’ time.
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