B Ref. Ares(2015)428937 - 03/02/2015
L Ref Ares(2014)4023261 - 02/12/2014

Brussels, 28-11-2014

Dear Ms Day, dear Catherine, DOCUMENT 1

[ would like to inform you that | have been approached by the Dutch Minister
of Economic Affairs of the Netherlands, Mr H. Kamp, as well as the Mayor of
the City of Amsterdam, Mr E. van der Laan, to be appointed on 1/1/ 2015 as
Special Envoy for Start Up companies in the Netherlands.

The role of the Special Envoy is a public role. The main task of the Special Envoy
concerns raising the visibility and awareness internationally and representing
the Netherlands as an excellent base for entrepreneurs to start their business;
for start-ups to grow on a European scale and by doing this attracting talent
and investments to one of Europe's Member States and possibly for Europe as
a whole.

More concretely this will mean that together with the civil service of the
Ministry | will go on several international missions and meeting public as well
as private stakeholders who are active in the field of Start-Ups. Furthermore |
will speak at events and | will be chairing a 'Board of Influencers' who will
advise me on how to reinforce the Start-Up ecosystem in the Netherlands, with
particular attention to Amsterdam. This board will consist of politicians, CEQ's
of enterprises and people from the academic world.

As a Special Envoy | will not receive any payment, other than the remuneration
of expenses.

With this letter | would like to seek the opinion of the Ad Hoc Ethical
Committee.

Yours sincerely,

Neelie Kroes
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§ EUROPEAN COMMISSION
\,\\\\Q SECRETAFIAT-GENERAL DOCUMENT 2

&M&E‘; The Secretary General

Brussels, (5 DEC. 2014
SG/B3 Ares(2014)

Note to the Members of the Ad hoc FEthical Committee
Mr Nikolaus Van der Pas
Mr Rafael Garcia-Valdecasas
Mr Terry Wynn

Subject: Former Vice-President Neelie Kroes' post-office occupation as Special Envoy
for Start Up companies in the Netherlands

Please find enclosed former Vice-President Neelie Kroes' letter to me of 28 November
2014, whereby Ms Kroes notified the Commission about a non-remunerated post
Commission-office occupation which she envisages to engage in as Special Envoy for
Start Up companies in the Netherlands.

This activity presents a link with Ms Kroes former "Digital Agenda" portfolio as
concerns the Dutch start up companies active in the field of IT/ digital technology /
Information society etc. In accordance with paragraph 1.2 of the Code of Conduct for
Commissioners, may I ask you to provide the Commission with your opinion about the
compatibility of this activity with article 245(2) of the TFEU.

Please see Ms Kroes' letter for information on the nature and contents of her envisaged
function. All the public information available can be found on the following webpage:
http://startupjuncture.com/2014/10/17/dutch-minister-keen-turn-amsterdam-europes-

startup-capital/ .

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

4

Catherine Day

Encl: Ms Kroes' letter of 28 November 2014

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie,"l 049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22891111
hitp://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretarlat_general/



DOCUMENT 3

Ref. Ares{2014)4182937 - 12/12/2014

Catherine DAY, Secretary General of the European Commission
cc.:

Subject: Request from the European Commission of 5 December 2014, Ref. Ares
(2014)4082710 concerning post-office activities planned by former Commissioner Neelie
Kroes.

1. The Ad-Hoc Ethical Committee has examined the notification by Ms Neelie Kroes of
28 November 2014, and the accompanying information supplied by the Commission,
of her intended post-office activity, accepting the invitation to become, as from 1
January 2015, Special Envoy for Start-Up companies in the Netherlands.

2. According to her notification, Ms Kroes’ main task will be to raise “the visibility and
awareness internationally and representing the Netherlands as an excellent base for
entrepreneurs to start their business; for start-ups to grow on a European scale and
by doing this attracting talent and investments to one of Europe's Member States
and possibly for Europe as a whole.”

3. Ms Kroes specifies further that “this will mean that together with the civil service of
the Ministry | will go on several international missions and meeting public as well as
private stakeholders who are active in the field of Start-Ups. Furthermore | will speak
at events and | will be chairing a 'Board of Influencers' who will advise me on how to
reinforce the Start-Up ecosystem in the Netherlands, with particular attention to
Amsterdam. This board will consist of politicians, CEO's of enterprises and people
from the academic world.”

4. Finally, Ms Kroes indicates that “As a Special Envoy | will not receive any payment,
other than the remuneration of expenses”.

5. It could be argued that individual companies, approached in the context of the start-
up initiative, might benefit directly or indirectly from the knowledge and experience
gathered by Ms Kroes in her previous Commission mandate. Should such a situation
arise, Ms Kroes will have to beware of, and abide by, her obligations arising from the
Code of Conduct for Commissioners and Article 245, second paragraph, of the TFEU.

6. The Committee is of the opinion that this caveat should be weighed against the
following elements. Ms Kroes does not intend to pursue her new activity for gainful
purposes. Although many start-up companies are active in the areas covered by Ms
Kroes’ former Commission portfolio for information technology, her future brief is
wider (start-up business in general), in support of a public interest (attracting talent



and investments), principally focusing on the Netherland but with possible wider
positive effects for Europe as a whole.

7. These elements support the conclusion that the link between Ms Kroes’ former
portfolio and her new activity is mainly nominal, and that in her new role she will be
supporting overall EU objectives to enhance Europe’s entrepreneurial, competitive
and innovative strength.

Opinion

The Ad-Hoc Ethical Committee is of the opinion that by accepting the invitation to become Special
Envoy for Start-Up companies in the Netherlands, Ms Neelie Kroes acts in accordance with the
second paragraph of article 245 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

Nikolaus van der Pas,
Rafael Garcia-Valdecasas
Terry Wynn

Date: 11 December 2014



DOCUMENT 4

T (SG)

From (8

Sent Sundav 14 December 2014 19:44

To: (SJy; { (SG)

Cc: ' 1{SG)

Subject: RE: Projet de décision de la Commission concernant une activité aprés cessation de
fonctions de Mme Kroes

Bonsaoir

Desolee mais je n'etais pas consciente de 'urgence. Meme si trop tard, je confirme que c'est OK.

Bien a toi,
From: r(S1)
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 10:45 AM
To: AS&)
Cc:” J(day; 18D

Subject: Projet de décision de la Commission concernant une activité aprés cessation de fonctions de Mme
Kroes

Bonjour

j'ai vu le projet de décision sur Mme Kroes, et cela me semble ok. J'aurais préféré que ‘regarde
egalement le texte, mais je crains qu'elle ne lira pas ton mail ce matin. '

Dans ces circonstances, tu peux considérer ma réponse comme accord du SJ — & moins que Isabel réagirait
encore avant ton délai ultime pour envoi au greffe. Sinon, vous pouvez y aller

bien a toi
From: 2 (SG)
Sent: Friday. December 12, 2014 9:24 AM
To: ' - (S
Cc: “(S3);” 4 (5G)

Subject: RE: Projet de décision de la Commission concernant une activité apres cessation de
fonctions de Mme Kroes

Tu as regu entretemps hier soir?
. 'a envoyé tres vite apres I'annexe qui manquait a la derniére consultations pour Mme KROES et
qui porte sur une activité, dans le domaine de son portefeuille.
Si on pouvait avoir I'avis du SJ aujourd'hui ce serait merveitleux.
Je rejoins ici le message dans lequel manquait le document pour gue tu aies tout.
Peut-étre eut-il assurer?
Car'hebdo étant lundi matin car la Commission se réunit a Strasbourg, nous devrions envoyer au
greffe si possible au tout début de cette aprés-midi.



{ (SG)

From: (SG)

Sent: Monday 15 December 2014 15:44

To: (SG)

Subject: FW: Ares(2014)4172009 : Projet de décision de la Commission concernant une activité

apres cessation de fonctions de Mme Kroes

Eufbpean Commission
Secretariat General
B.3 Ethics

B-1049 Brussels/Belgium

From: (5G)

Sent: Thursdav. December 11, 2014 5:49 PM

To: 2 (SG) ‘
Cc: (8G); | 1 (5QG)

Subject: Ares(2014)4172009 : Projet de décision de la Commission concernant une activité aprés cessation
de fonctions de Mme Kroes

Pvi

Please follow this link to view document Ares(2014)4172009 : Projet de décision de la
Commission concernant une activité aprés cessation de fonctions de Mme Kroes :

http://www.cc.cec/Ares/documentinfoDetails.do?documentld=080166e59b99ffda

Important :
-The document access depends on several factors and you might be refused.

-There are two ways to view the document if you are working in ARES as a virtual entity or with
a delegation right :

-Use the search function in ARES with the document save number :
sg.dsg2.b.3(2014)4594585

-Copy-Paste the link.



DOCUMENT 5

COMMISSION EUROPEENNE
Teost SECRETARIAT GENERAL
Bruxelles, le 12 décembre 2014
C(2014) 9878 COMMISSION INTERNE

0J 2110

ACTIVITES APRES CESSATION DE FONCTION
D'UN MEMBRE DE LA COMMISSION

Communication de M. le PRESIDENT

Oémc

Cette question est inscrite a l'ordre du jour de la 211 réunion de la Commission

le 16 décembre 2014.

Destinataires : Membres de la Commission




MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE COMMISSION

According to Article 245(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the
members of the Commission give a solemn undertaking that, both during and after their term
of office, they will respect the obligations arising therefrom and, in particular, their duty to
behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after they have ceased to
hold office, of certain appointments or benefits.

Further to this Treaty provision, the Code of Conduct for Commissioners (C (2011) 2904
final) establishes a specific procedure for the assessment of planned occupations which
former Commissioners intend to take up during the eighteen months after they have
ceased to hold office. The Commission shall examine the nature of the planned
occupation and, if the activity is related to the content of the Commissioner's portfolio, it
shall seek the opinion of the Ad hoc Ethical Committee.

On 28 November 2014, former Vice-President Neelie Kroes notified the Commission
about a non-remunerated post Commission-office occupation, proposed to her by the
Dutch authorities, as Special Envoy for Start Up companies in the Netherlands.

She informed the Commission that the role of the Special Envoy is a public role, whose
main task concerns raising the visibility and awareness internationally and representing
the Netherlands as an excellent base for entrepreneurs to start their business, for start-ups
to grow on a European scale and, by doing this, attracting talent and investments to the
Netherlands and possibly for Europe as a whole.

In practical terms, Ms Kroes' envisaged this activity will materialize in fulfilling, together
with representatives from the relevant Dutch Ministry, several international missions and
meeting public as well as private stakeholders who are active in the field of Start-Ups.
Ms Kroes will also speak at events and will be chairing a '‘Board of Influencers' who will
advise her on how to reinforce the Start-Up ecosystem in the Netherlands, with particular
attention to Amsterdam. This board will consist of politicians, CEO's of enterprises and
people from the academic world.

As a Special Envoy, Ms Kroes will not receive any payment, other than the
reimbursement of expenses.

Ms Kroes' envisaged activity presents a link with her former "Digital agenda”
Commission portfolio. In accordance with paragraph 1.2 of the Code of Conduct for
Commissioners, the Ad hoc Ethical Committee was therefore requested, on 5 December,
to provide its opinion on this activity.

The Committee delivered its opinion on 11 December. The Committee considered the
nature of Ms Kroes's envisaged activity. The Committee observed that it might be argued
that individual companies, approached in the context of the Dutch Start-Up initiative,
might benefit directly or indirectly from the knowledge and experience gathered by
Ms Kroes in her previous Commission mandate. The Committee noted that should such a
situation arise, Ms Kroes would have to be aware of, and abide by, her obligations arising
from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners and Article 245(2) of the TFEU.

The Committee was of the opinion that this caveat should be weighed against the
following elements: Ms Kroes does not intend to pursue her new activity for gainful



purposes; furthermore, although many start-up companies are active in the areas covered
by Ms Kroes’ former Commission portfolio for information technology, her future brief
is wider (start-up business in general), in support of a public interest (attracting talent and
investments), principally focusing on the Netherland but with possible wider positive
effects for Europe as a whole.

These elements support the Committee's conclusion that the link between Ms Kroes’
former portfolio and her new activity is mainly nominal, and that in her new role she will
be supporting overall EU objectives to enhance Europe’s entrepreneurial, competitive
and innovative strength.

The Ad hoc Ethical Committee was therefore of the opinion that, by accepting the
invitation to become Special Envoy for Start-Up companies in the Netherlands,
Ms Neelie Kroes acts in accordance with article 245(2) of the TFEU.

The Services of the Commission examined the nature of Ms Kroes's envisaged activity,
which aims at promoting Start-Up companies in the Netherlands. Taking into account the
opinion delivered by the Ad hoc Ethical Committee, they considered this activity
compatible with the interests of the European Union, provided that no lobbying is made
towards the Commission Services, in favour of individual companies, during eighteen
months after Ms Kroes' term of office at the Commission and that Ms Kroes complies
with her obligations under Articles 245 and 339 of the TFEU, in particular concerning
professional secrecy on any information about undertakings, their business relations or
their cost components.

kR

The Commission is invited:

(1) to decide that former Vice-President Ms Neelie Kroes's envisaged activity as Special
Envoy for Start Up companies in the Netherlands is compatible with Article 245(2) of the
TFEU on the conditions that Ms Kroes:

e respects, in all circumstances, her duties arising from Articles 245(2) and 339 of
the TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and notably as
concerns the protection of the collegiality and the confidentiality of the matters
dealt with by the Commission during her two mandates as Member of the
Commission;

e refrains from lobbying the Commission or its Services, during eighteen months
after her term of office;

e does not draw on any privileged information available to her from her time as
Member of the European Commission.

(2) to instruct the Secretary General to inform Ms Kroes about the present decision and
the conditions contained therein.
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL DOCUMENT 7

The Secretary General
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Brussels, 16 DEC. 2014
SG/B3 Ares(2014)

Ms Neelie Kroes
By e-mail to:

Dear Ms Kroes,

I am pleased to inform you that the Commission decided, during its 2110"™ meeting of
16 December 2014, that your envisaged post Commission-office activity, notified with
your letter of 28 November 2014 (Ares(2014) 4023261), as Special Envoy for Start Up
Companies in the Netherlands, is compatible with Article 245(2) of the TFEU on the
following conditions:

¢ that you respect, in all circumstances, your duties arising from Articles 245(2)
and 339 of the TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and
notably as concerns the protection of the collegiality and the confidentiality of the
matters dealt with by the Commission during your two mandates as Member of
the Commission;

e that you refrain from lobbying the Commission or its Services, during eighteen
months after your term of office;

e that you do not draw on any privileged information available to you from your
time as Member of the European Commission.

Please find enclosed Commission decision C(2014) 9878.

Yours sincerely,

Gl

Catherine Day

Encl: Commission Decision C(2014) 9878
Cc: Mr Selmayr (Head of President Juncker's Private Office)

Commission europdenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22991111
Office: BERL 13/173 - Tel. direct line +32 229-58312 - Fax +32 229-93229

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/
catherine.day@ec.europa.eu
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Bruxelles, le 12 décembre 2014

C(2014) 9878 COMMISSION INTERNE

0J 2110

ACTIVITES APRES CESSATION DE FONCTION
D'UN MEMBRE DE LA COMMISSION

Communication de M. le PRESIDENT

Cette question est inscrite & lordre du jour de la 2110°™ réunion de la Commission
le 16 décembre 2014.

Destinataires : Membres de la Commission




MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE COMMISSION

According to Article 245(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the
members of the Commission give a solemn undertaking that, both during and after their term
of office, they will respect the obligations arising therefrom and, in particular, their duty to
behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after they have ceased to
hold office, of certain appointments or benefits.

Further to this Treaty provision, the Code of Conduct for Commissioners (C (2011) 2904
final) establishes a specific procedure for the assessment of planned occupations which
former Commissioners intend to take up during the eighteen months after they have
ceased to hold office. The Commission shall examine the nature of the planned
occupation and, if the activity is related to the content of the Commissioner's portfolio, it
shall seek the opinion of the Ad hoc Ethical Committee.

On 28 November 2014, former Vice-President Neelie Kroes notified the Commission
about a non-remunerated post Commission-office occupation, proposed to her by the
Dutch authorities, as Special Envoy for Start Up companies in the Netherlands.

She informed the Commission that the role of the Special Envoy is a public role, whose
main task concerns raising the visibility and awareness internationally and representing
the Netherlands as an excellent base for entrepreneurs to start their business, for start-ups
to grow on a European scale and, by doing this, attracting talent and investments to the
Netherlands and possibly for Europe as a whole.

In practical terms, Ms Kroes' envisaged this activity will materialize in fulfilling, together
with representatives from the relevant Dutch Ministry, several international missions and
meeting public as well as private stakeholders who are active in the field of Start-Ups.
Ms Kroes will also speak at events and will be chairing a 'Board of Influencers' who will
advise her on how to reinforce the Start-Up ecosystem in the Netherlands, with particular
attention to Amsterdam. This board will consist of politicians, CEO's of enterprises and
people from the academic world.

As a Special Envoy, Ms Kroes will not receive any payment, other than the
reimbursement of expenses.

Ms Kroes' envisaged activity presents a link with her former "Digital agenda"
Commission portfolio. In accordance with paragraph 1.2 of the Code of Conduct for
Commissioners, the Ad hoc Ethical Committee was therefore requested, on 5 December,
to provide its opinion on this activity.

The Committee delivered its opinion on 11 December. The Committee considered the
nature of Ms Kroes's envisaged activity. The Committee observed that it might be argued
that individual companies, approached in the context of the Dutch Start-Up initiative,
might benefit directly or indirectly from the knowledge and experience gathered by
Ms Kroes in her previous Commission mandate. The Committee noted that should such a
situation arise, Ms Kroes would have to be aware of, and abide by, her obligations arising
from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners and Article 245(2) of the TFEU.

The Committee was of the opinion that this caveat should be weighed against the
following elements: Ms Kroes does not intend to pursue her new activity for gainful



purposes; furthermore, although many start-up companies are active in the areas covered
by Ms Kroes’ former Commission portfolio for information technology, her future brief
is wider (start-up business in general), in support of a public interest (attracting talent and
investments), principally focusing on the Netherland but with possible wider positive
effects for Europe as a whole.

These elements support the Committee's conclusion that the link between Ms Kroes’
former portfolio and her new activity is mainly nominal, and that in her new role she will
be supporting overall EU objectives to enhance Europe’s entrepreneurial, competitive
and innovative strength.

The Ad hoc Ethical Committee was therefore of the opinion that, by accepting the
invitation to become Special Envoy for Start-Up companies in the Netherlands,
Ms Neelie Kroes acts in accordance with article 245(2) of the TFEU.

The Services of the Commission examined the nature of Ms Kroes's envisaged activity,
which aims at promoting Start-Up companies in the Netherlands. Taking into account the
opinion delivered by the Ad hoc Ethical Committee, they considered this activity
compatible with the interests of the European Union, provided that no lobbying is made
towards the Commission Services, in favour of individual companies, during eighteen
months after Ms Kroes' term of office at the Commission and that Ms Kroes complies
with her obligations under Articles 245 and 339 of the TFEU, in particular concerning
professional secrecy on any information about undertakings, their business relations or
their cost components.

kR

The Commission is invited:

(1) to decide that former Vice-President Ms Neelie Kroes's envisaged activity as Special
Envoy for Start Up companies in the Netherlands is compatible with Article 245(2) of the
TFEU on the conditions that Ms Kroes:

e respects, in all circumstances, her duties arising from Articles 245(2) and 339 of
the TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and notably as
concerns the protection of the collegiality and the confidentiality of the matters
dealt with by the Commission during her two mandates as Member of the
Commission;

e refrains from lobbying the Commission or its Services, during eighteen months
after her term of office;

e does not draw on any privileged information available to her from her time as
Member of the European Commission.

(2) to instruct the Secretary General to inform Ms Kroes about the present decision and
the conditions contained therein.
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
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The Secretary General

Brussels, ¥
SG/B3 Are3(270ln4E)c' 200

Note to the Members of the Ad-Hoc Ethical Committee

Mr Nikolaus Van der Pas
Mr Rafael Garcfa-Valdecasas
Mr Terry Wynn
Subject: Five Commission Decisions on post-mandate activities of former

members of the Barroso IT Commission

Please find enclosed, for your information, Commission Decision:

2014) 9878, 7 adopted at its 2110%

meeting of 16 December 2014, on { , former Vice-President:

7 ' Kroes' envisaged post
Commission-office activities.

The Commission decisions , on Ms Kroes take due

account of the Ad hoc Ethical Committee's opinions.
Catherine Day

Encl: |

Commission Decision C(2014) 9878 (Ms Kroes)

Commission suropéenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22991111
hitp://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/
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ACTIVITES APRES CESSATION DE FONCTION
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Communication de M. le PRESIDENT
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Cette question est inscrite 4 l'ordre du jour de la 211 réunion de la Commission

le 16 décembre 2014.

Destinataires : Membres de la Commission



MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE COMMISSION

According to Article 245(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the
members of the Commission give a solemn undertaking that, both during and after their term
of office, they will respect the obligations arising therefrom and, in particular, their duty to
behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after they have ceased to
hold office, of certain appointments or benefits.

Further to this Treaty provision, the Code of Conduct for Commissioners (C (2011) 2904
final) establishes a specific procedure for the assessment of planned occupations which
former Commissioners intend to take up during the eighteen months after they have
ceased to hold office. The Commission shall examine the nature of the planned
occupation and, if the activity is related to the content of the Commissioner's portfolio, it
shall seek the opinion of the Ad hoc Ethical Commiittee.

On 28 November 2014, former Vice-President Neelie Kroes notified the Commission
about a non-remunerated post Commission-office occupation, proposed to her by the
Dutch authorities, as Special Envoy for Start Up companies in the Netherlands.

She informed the Commission that the role of the Special Envoy is a public role, whose
main task concerns raising the visibility and awareness internationally and representing
the Netherlands as an excellent base for entrepreneurs to start their business, for start-ups
to grow on a European scale and, by doing this, attracting talent and investments to the
Netherlands and possibly for Europe as a whole.

In practical terms, Ms Kroes' envisaged this activity will materialize in fulfilling, together
with representatives from the relevant Dutch Ministry, several international missions and
meeting public as well as private stakeholders who are active in the field of Start-Ups.
Ms Kroes will also speak at events and will be chairing a 'Board of Influencers' who will
advise her on how to reinforce the Start-Up ecosystem in the Netherlands, with particular
attention to Amsterdam. This board will consist of politicians, CEO's of enterprises and
people from the academic world.

As a Special Envoy, Ms Kroes will not receive any payment, other than the
reimbursement of expenses.

Ms Kroes' envisaged activity presents a link with her former "Digital agenda”
Commission portfolio. In accordance with paragraph 1.2 of the Code of Conduct for
Commissioners, the Ad hoc Ethical Committee was therefore requested, on 5 December,
to provide its opinion on this activity.

The Committee delivered its opinion on 11 December. The Committee considered the
nature of Ms Kroes's envisaged activity. The Committee observed that it might be argued
that individual companies, approached in the context of the Dutch Start-Up initiative,
might benefit directly or indirectly from the knowledge and experience gathered by
Ms Kroes in her previous Commission mandate. The Committee noted that should such a
situation arise, Ms Kroes would have to be aware of, and abide by, her obligations arising
from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners and Article 245(2) of the TFEU.

The Committee was of the opinion that this caveat should be weighed against the
following elements: Ms Kroes does not intend to pursue her new activity for gainful



purposes; furthermore, although many start-up companies are active in the areas covered
by Ms Kroes’ former Commission portfolio for information technology, her future brief
is wider (start-up business in general), in support of a public interest (attracting talent and
investments), principally focusing on the Netherland but with possible wider positive
effects for Europe as a whole.

These elements support the Committee's conclusion that the link between Ms Kroes’
former portfolio and her new activity is mainly nominal, and that in her new role she will
be supporting overall EU objectives to enhance Europe’s entrepreneurial, competitive
and innovative strength.

The Ad hoc Ethical Committee was therefore of the opinion that, by accepting the
invitation to become Special Envoy for Start-Up companies in the Netherlands,
Ms Neelie Kroes acts in accordance with article 245(2) of the TFEU.

The Services of the Commission examined the nature of Ms Kroes's envisaged activity,
which aims at promoting Start-Up companies in the Netherlands. Taking into account the
opinion delivered by the Ad hoc Ethical Committee, they considered this activity
compatible with the interests of the European Union, provided that no lobbying is made
towards the Commission Services, in favour of individual companies, during eighteen
months after Ms Kroes' term of office at the Commission and that Ms Kroes complies
with her obligations under Articles 245 and 339 of the TFEU, in particular concerning
professional secrecy on any information about undertakings, their business relations or
their cost components.

The Commission is invited:

(1) to decide that former Vice-President Ms Neelie Kroes's envisaged activity as Special
Envoy for Start Up companies in the Netherlands is compatible with Article 245(2) of the
TFEU on the conditions that Ms Kroes:

e respects, in all circumstances, her duties arising from Articles 245(2) and 339 of
the TFEU and from the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, and notably as
concerns the protection of the collegiality and the confidentiality of the matters
dealt with by the Commission during her two mandates as Member of the
Commission,;

e refrains from Jobbying the Commission or its Services, during eighteen months
after her term of office;

e does not draw on any privileged information available to her from her time as
Member of the European Commission.

(2) to instruct the Secretary General to inform Ms Kroes about the present decision and
the conditions contained therein.



