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Dear Mr Zinser,

I refer to your e-mail of 28 December 2011, registered 4 January 2012, in which you
require, pursuant to Regulation No 1049/2001 regarding public access to European
Parliament, Council and Commission documents’, review of the position taken by the
Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development on 19 October and 21
December 2011, in reply to your initial application of 28 September and 19 October
2011.

I also refer to the holding reply dated 24 January 2012, in which the time limit for replying
to your confirmatory request was extended by 15 working days, pursuant to Article 8(2)
of the Regulation. This extended time limit expires on 15 February 2012.

Your application is currently being handled. Unfortunately, we are still not in a position
to provide you with a final reply to your request. As I have already informed you by our
letter of 24 January 2012, your request raised complex questions on the technical and
legal environment of payments in the framework of the Common Agricultural Policy,
which made an extensive dialogue with the respective legal and technical experts
necessary. However, this dialogue has been completed and a reply has been drafted and
submitted to the internal approval procedure. We expect this approval procedure to be
finalised very soon, so that, after the additional delay needed for signature, we will be
able to provide you with our reply.

I regret this additional delay and sincerely apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.

Yours sincerely,

Marc Maes
Deputy Head of Unit
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