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 (EAC)

From:  (EAC)
Sent: mercredi 8 avril 2026 16:34
To: '; DZIARNOWSKA Agata (CAB-MICALLEF)
Cc:
Subject: RE: Panel Cyprus - NBA

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear  dear colleagues,  
 
Please note we have tweaked the descripƟon of the basketball panel as follows (it should be online very soon if not 
already):  
 

The joint FIBA - NBA plan for a new NBA Europe revives the debate about the organisaƟon of, and parƟcipaƟon 
in top European basketball club compeƟƟons. The panel features key basketball stakeholders to discuss the 
implicaƟons for exisƟng club compeƟƟons at European and naƟonal level (men and women), the role of 
sporƟng merit, player development and how value created at the top can benefit the European basketball 
ecosystem all the way to the grassroots level.  

 
Moreover, we will liaise with Director Häusler to idenƟfy a moment when he can talk to  As menƟoned in our 
prep. meeƟng,  we do not share the precise wording of every quesƟon to avoid the panel comes across as 
overly scripted. Moreover, the moderator may also react to what is said during the panel. However, the topics that will 
be covered are the following:  
 
The panel debate is designed to shed light on possible pathways for the benefit of European basketball and its fans.  
 
Round 1 | NBA Europe - latest developments + first reacƟons by all panellists 
Round 2 | NaƟonal leagues: how to maintain their aƩracƟveness + results-based access to top-Ɵer European club 
compeƟƟons 
Round 3 | Women’s basketball: perspecƟves, needs + impact of NBA Europe 
Round 4 | NCAA pull and the impact on youth development / Talent pathways for European players 
Round 5 | Governance: how to ensure value generated by European clubs benefits the European basketball ecosystem 
5 minutes: QuesƟons from the audience (tbc – depends on Ɵme) 
 
Most quesƟons will be addressed to one speaker directly but at Ɵmes, more speakers will be asked to weigh in on the 
same quesƟon. That is ulƟmately the call of the moderator but panellist will be able to react to what others have said 
(but within limits – otherwise the discussion may driŌ off). 
 
We will get back to you regarding a short meeƟng between Georg and   
 
Best regards,  
 

  
 

 
Policy Officer 
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European Commission 
Directorate General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture 
Unit D3 - Sport 
Office:  
B-1049 Brussels / Belgium 
Phone:  
E-mail: r@ec.europa.eu 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/sport/  
Follow us on @EUSport and #BeActive 
 
 
 
 

From: @teneo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 9:22 AM 
To: DZIARNOWSKA Agata (CAB-MICALLEF) <Agata.DZIARNOWSKA@ec.europa.eu>;  (EAC) 

@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc: @nba.com>; @nba.com>;  

@teneo.com> 
Subject: Panel Cyprus - NBA 
Importance: High 
 
Dear Agata,  
  
I wanted to follow up on the panel discussion and reiterate our concern regarding the panel title 
and summary that has now been published online. As has been previously flagged and repeatedly 
explained to EU leadership, the NBA and FIBA’s proposal is not a “closed league”, in fact it more 
closely aligns with European sporting principles by directly integrating into existing domestic 
leagues and giving teams in those leagues a merit-based pathway to qualify that does not 
currently exist.  
 
The NBA and FIBA’s proposal also includes dedicated investment toward grassroots basketball 
development at all levels.  Please refer to this announcement they made in December that makes 
those points clear.  also explained this to Commissioner Micallef directly when 
we met earlier this year. 
  
We had understood this would be revisited, so it is disappointing that it has not been adjusted. In 
order for the NBA to move forward with its participation in this event, we’d ask you to edit the 
language on the website and the overall framing of the panel to accurately reflect the facts of the 
NBA and FIBA’s proposal. To the extent you have questions about their proposal in advance of the 
event we are happy to answer them.  
  
To help ensure alignment, could you also please share the planned discussion points and 
questions? As discussed, it would also be useful to set up a short call with you and Georg to align 
on the framing and dynamics of the panel.  and  work with  in preparing his trip 
so can help align diaries for this conversation. 
  
Many thanks and kind regards, 
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Teneo  
Avenue des Arts, 56 
Brussels, 1000 
M:  
E: @teneo.com 
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      This communication is confidential and may contain privileged information, or may otherwise be protected from disclosure. Any 
unauthorized disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is strictly 
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender that you have received this communication in error and 
delete and destroy all copies in your possession. Nothing contained in this disclaimer shall be construed in any way to grant 
permission to transmit confidential information via this firm’s e-mail system or as a waiver of confidentiality or privilege. No 
responsibility or liability is accepted by Teneo for any loss or damage arising in any way from the use of this communication. No 
representation is being made that the information presented is accurate, current or complete, and such information is at all times 
subject to change without notice. E-mail messages are not guaranteed to be secure. 
      Teneo does not provide tax, accounting or legal advice. This e-mail and any attachments are not intended or written to be used, 
and cannot be used or relied upon, by any taxpayer for the purpose of (i) avoiding U.S. tax related penalties or (ii) promoting, 
marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. Each person should seek advice based on 
its particular circumstances from independent legal, accounting and tax advisors regarding the matters discussed in this 
communication. 
      This communication is for informational purposes only. Nothing herein should be construed as an attempt to effect any transaction 
in, or induce or attempt to induce the sale of, any security. Any such offer or solicitation may only be made by means of delivery of an 
offering memorandum and would be subject to applicable disclosure, documentation, registration and investor qualification 
requirements. Investment banking services are conducted by Teneo Capital LLC , including transactions by its subsidiary Teneo 
Securities LLC, a member of FINRA and SIPC. To view our privacy policy, click here. 

 




