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SR Council of the European Union
i General Secretariat

Directorate-General Communication and Information - COMM
Directorate Information and Outreach

Information Services Unit / Transparency

Head of Unit

Brussels, 29 September 2023

Ms Madalina Popirtaru
Ms Jenny Grossmann
Email: ask+request-13409-f70b13c9@asktheeu.org

Ref. 23/2357-adb/vk

Request made on: 21.08.2023
Deadline extension: 11.09.2023

Dear Ms Popirtaru,
Dear Ms Grossmann,

Thank you for your request for access to documents of the Council of the European Union .

Please find attached the following documents that you requested:
- ST 8108/23
- ST 13243/22
- WK 17965 2022
- WK 5963 2022
- WK 6172 2022
- WK 11183 2022
- ST 9682/22
- ST 10983/22
- ST 12166/22
- ST 14301/22
- ST 15468/22
- ST 12339/22
- ST 14503/22
- ST 14793/22
- ST 15814/22

The General Secretariat of the Council has examined your request on the basis of the applicable rules:
Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to
European Parliament, Council and Commission documents (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43) and the specific
provisions concerning public access to Council documents set out in Annex Il to the Council's Rules of Procedure
(Council Decision No 2009/937/EU, OJ L 325, 11.12.2009, p. 35).
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Please find attached partially accessible versions of documents ST 14679/22 ADD 7 + ADD 9 +
ADD 10 + ADD 11 + ADD 152. However, | regret to inform you that full access cannot be given for
the following reasons. These documents concern comments from several member states
(Denmark; Lithuania and Croatia; Denmark, Germany and Ireland; France, the Netherlands and
Sweden; and France, respectively) on the Proposal for a Council Regulation fixing for 2023 the
fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing
vessels, in certain non-Union waters, as well as fixing for 2023 and 2024 such fishing opportunities
for certain deep-sea fish stocks. A full release of the information contained in these documents
would prejudice relations between the EU and certain partner countries, weakening the position of
the EU vis-a-vis upcoming regular fisheries trade negotiations. Should internal EU views be made
public, the position of the EU in such international negotiations would be seriously undermined.
Full disclosure of these documents would therefore undermine the protection of the public interest
as regards international relations. As a consequence, the General Secretariat has to refuse full
access to these documents?.

Please find attached partially accessible versions of documents ST 15391/22 + REV1 and ST
15397/22%. | regret to inform you that full access cannot be given to these documents. These
documents contain successive notes on the political agreement regarding Council Regulation
fixing for 2023 the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, applicable
in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in certain non-Union waters as well as fixing for
2023 and 2024 such fishing opportunities for certain deep-sea fish stocks. A full release of the
information contained in them would weaken the position of the EU in future fisheries negotiations.
This could, in turn, limit the possibilities for the EU to achieve a successful outcome in those
negotiations. Their full disclosure would therefore undermine the protection of the public interest as
regards international relations. As a consequence, the General Secretariat has to refuse full
access to these documents®.

Please find attached partially accessible versions® of documents WK 7821 2021 and WK 8204
2023. | regret to inform you that full access cannot be granted, since these documents contain
personal data which is necessary for the organisation of the work of the Council. The data
protection rules at EU level” provide that when the personal data collected is to be used for a
different purpose, including disclosure to the public, a balance needs to be established between
the public interest in having access to such data and the legitimate right of individuals to protect
their personal data. After carefully considering all the principles related to this request, on balance
the General Secretariat has concluded that disclosure of the personal data contained in the
document would undermine the protection of privacy and the integrity of the identified individuals®.

2 Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

5 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

6 Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

7 Regulation (EU) No 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies,
offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data (OJ L 295 21.11.2018, p. 39).

8 Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001
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Please find attached a partially accessible version of document ST 9897/22°. | regret to inform you
that full access cannot be given to this document. This document contains an outcome of
proceedings of the meeting of the Working Party on Fisheries Policy of 9 June 2022. Point VI
relates to key findings and legal considerations as regards the allocation of the Union’s fishing
opportunities for mackerel in waters of ICES division 4a and Norwegian waters of ICES division 2a
(MAC/2A4A-N). A release of the information contained in this item would undermine the relations
of the EU with the coastal states. Full disclosure of this document could therefore undermine the
protection of the public interest as regards international relations. As a consequence, the General
Secretariat has to refuse full access to this document°.

Please find attached a partially accessible version of document ST 12707/22"". | regret to inform
you that full access cannot be given to this document. This document contains an outcome of
proceedings of the meeting of the Working Party on Fisheries Policy of 22 September 2022.
Several items contain information, the release of which could undermine the position of the EU vis-
a-vis its international negotiating partners in future fisheries negotiations. These items are in
particular the following: item Ill, referring to the TAC amendment for MAC/2A4A-N; parts of item VI,
referring to the trilateral EU-UK-NO fisheries framework agreement; and item VIII, referring to
annual consultations EU-UK, EU-Norway and EU-UK-Norway. Full disclosure of this document
could therefore undermine the protection of the public interest as regards international relations. As
a consequence, the General Secretariat has to refuse full access to this document 2.

Please find attached a partially accessible version of document ST 13221/22 3, | regret to inform
you that full access cannot be given to this document. This document contains an outcome of
proceedings of the meeting of the Working Party on Fisheries Policy of 6 October 2022. A release
of the information contained in two of the items discussed would undermine the relations of the EU
with the coastal states and reveal intra-EU issues in a manner that could undermine the conduct of
the EU’s relations with international partners. Full disclosure of this document could therefore
undermine the protection of the public interest as regards international relations. As a
consequence, the General Secretariat has to refuse full access to this document ™.

Please find attached a partially accessible version of document ST 9246/22 5. | regret to inform
you that full access cannot be given to this document. This document contains an outcome of
proceedings of the meeting of the Working Party on Fisheries Policy of 19 May 2022. Item VIII
refers to meetings of the heads of delegations with a view to consultations on a bilateral EU-NO
and trilateral EU-UK-NO fisheries framework agreement. A full release of this point could
undermine the position of the EU in future fisheries negotiations vis-a-vis its international
negotiating partners. Full disclosure of this document could therefore undermine the protection of

9 Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

10 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
" Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

12 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
13 Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

14 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
15 Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
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the public interest as regards international relations. As a consequence, the General Secretariat
has to refuse full access to this document .

Please find attached a partially accessible version of document ST 13462/22"7. | regret to inform
you that full access cannot be given to this document. This document contains an outcome of
proceedings of the meeting of the Working Party on Fisheries Policy of 13 October 2022. A release
of the information contained in two of the items in the documents would undermine the position of
the EU in international fisheries fora and the relations of the EU with the coastal states. Full
disclosure of this document could therefore undermine the protection of the public interest as
regards international relations. As a consequence, the General Secretariat has to refuse full
access to this document '8,

Please find attached a partially accessible version of document ST 13399/22 . | regret to inform
you that full access cannot be given to this document. This document contains an outcome of
proceedings of the meeting of the Working Party on Fisheries Policy of 27 October 2023.

A full release of the information therein contained would prejudice relations between the EU and
certain partner countries, weakening the position of the EU vis-a-vis upcoming regular fisheries
trade negotiations. Full disclosure of this document could therefore undermine the protection of the
public interest as regards international relations. As a consequence, the General Secretariat has to
refuse full access to this document,

Please find attached a partially accessible version of document ST 15259/222". | regret to inform
you that full access cannot be given to this document. This document contains an outcome of
proceedings of the meeting of the Working Party on Fisheries Policy of 24 November 2022.

A full release of the information contained in this document would reveal intra-EU issues in a
manner that could undermine the conduct of the EU’s relations with one of its main international
partners. Full disclosure of this document could therefore undermine the protection of the public
interest as regards international relations. As a consequence, the General Secretariat has to
refuse full access to this document?2,

Please find attached a partially accessible version of document WK 797 2023 2. | regret to inform
you that full access cannot be given to this document. WK 797 2023 contains a Presidency
summary of the Informal Video Conference of the members of the Working Party on Fisheries
Policy on 8 November 2022. Sensitive matters relating to the annual consultations with the UK
were discussed under any other business. A release of the information contained in that point
could undermine the conduct of the EU’s relations with one of its main international partners. Full
disclosure of this document could therefore undermine the protection of the public interest as

16 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
i Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

18 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
. Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

20 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
21 Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

22 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
23 Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

Rue de la Loi/Wetstraat 175 - B-1048 Bruxelles/Brussel - Belgique/Belgié
Tel. +32 (0)2 281 67 10 - www.consilium.europa.eu - access@consilium.europa.eu 4/5



regards international relations. As a consequence, the General Secretariat has to refuse full
access to this document?*,

| regret to inform you that access to document WK 8740 2023 cannot be disclosed for the reasons
that follow. Document WK 8740 2023 contains information from the European Commission
services on the Commission request to ICES on multiannual advice. The Commission request to
ICES on multiannual advice is still being finalised. In addition, multiannual TACs and the
multiannual advice on which these are based are being considered in the context of the setting of
the EU-only fishing opportunities for 2024, for which the corresponding decision-making processes
are ongoing. Full release to the public of the information contained in this document would affect
the negotiating process and diminish the chances of the Council reaching an agreement. Full
disclosure of this document at this stage would therefore seriously undermine the decision-making
process of the Council. Having examined the context in which the document was drafted and the
current state of play on this matter, on balance the General Secretariat could not identify any
evidence suggesting an overriding public interest in its full disclosure. As a consequence, the
General Secretariat has to refuse full access to the document at this stage ?°.

Finally, do note in addition that:

- ST 14679/22 ADD 13 was never issued and hence does not exist.

As agreed via exchange of emails, since there was no meeting on 11 November 2023, no
summary of that meeting can be provided. You are instead referred the corresponding
document for 10 November (ST 14503/22).

No summaries were issued for the informal VTC meeting of 20 October 2022 nor for the
attaché meeting of 6 December 2022.

No other documents are held by the GSC relating to the scope of your request and which are
not part of the list that you requested.

Pursuant to Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you may ask the Council to review this
decision within 15 working days of receiving this reply. Should you see the need for such a review,
you are invited to indicate the reasons thereof.

Yours sincerely,

Fernando FLORINDO

Enclosures: 33

Link to documents: https://we.tl/t-XJOps83dYX

24 Article 4(1)(a), third indent, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
25 Article 4(3), first subparagraph, of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.
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