B8 Ref. Ares(2023)492312 - 23/01/2023

Dear Ms Lang,

We are writing concerning your email request for access to Commission documents dated
29 December 2022 and registered on 30 December 2022 under case number EASE 2022/7442.

The formulation of your request is very broad and vague at the same time. Hence, it is likely
to involve searching a large number of potential files, including paper files and many
documents that might not be in the real focus of your interests.

Therefore, we would be grateful, if you could please provide us with clarifications to help us
identify the documents you request since they cover a broad chronological span and touch
upon different topics with regard to the EU-SADC EPA, some dating from the earlier phases
of the negotiation and others concerning the latest aspects of the implementation of the
agreement.

Moreover, we may have to request the older ones to the European Commission’s historical
archives so it would help them in the search, if we provide more concrete information about
each of the documents.

Likewise, it would be most helpful if you could provide us with full references that you may
have found, e.g. in academic papers, that could help us identify the documents you require.

Therefore, in line with Article 6(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 regarding public access
to documents, view of the reduced time frame and resources available for the handling of your
file, would it be possible that you indicate to us:

(a) a relevant period(s), during which the documents would have been drawn up, and

(b) a more specific/precise description of the topic(s) of your interest, including full
references of/to reference material that might be at the origin of your request?

Thank you very much in advance for your kind collaboration on this matter.

Different from our previous communication, the 15 working days to reply to your request will
start running only when you reply sufficiently to this message.

If you do not reply within 5 working days, we will close this case in line with our detailed rules
for the application of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.

Kind regards,

DG TRADE Public Access to Documents Legal Coordination


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32001R1049

