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NOTE FOR THE ATTENTION OF HUMBERTO DELGADO ROSA

Subject:  Inter-service consultation for a proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council concerning soil (Soil Law).

Decide consultation ref.:1SC/2023/04946

After an assessment of ISC version of the soil directive DG AGRI gives a positive opinion
with comments:

DG AGRI welcomes the new version addressing the main points and concerns already
pointed out during informal consultations, especially as regard the wording of the new Art
10 which now provides quite clear flexibility for Member States (MS) to design measures
in a more targeted way in relation to the land type, use and condition.

However, we still have the following comments:
DG AGRI suggests some changes in the text aiming at:

e improving soil monitoring implementation;

e Detter highlighting the contributions of "A Soil Deal for Europe mission” (Soil
Mission);

¢ underlining the benefit of this soil directive for the soil production capacity;

e establishing clearer links with the carbon certification.

As regards soil monitoring, further improvements are suggested: to underline the role of
LUCAS survey by reinforcing its legal foundation and updating its frequency; to have
proper and smooth implementation of some descriptors in two phases (starting earlier for
some); and to include an empowerment to possibly reassess Annex | based on the scientific
knowledge development (especially from the Soil Mission). For this aspect, the timetable
of the monitoring is adapted in order to get at early stage some outcomes from monitoring
to feed in convenient time the analysis of other policies like CAP policy and the preparation
of soil measures by Member States.
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As regards the Soil Mission contribution, few changes are inserted in the memorandum
narrative and concrete indications on the role the mission are inserted in the monitoring
provision (in line with the precedent paragraph on monitoring)

As regards the food security and soil production capacity, as for the mission, some
narrative has been adapted, main changes concern the draft of Art 11. There is a need to
underline the link between the land take and the loss of production capacity. This is
becoming a huge concern in the farmers’ community especially for young farmers.

As regards the link between the future carbon removal certificates and the proposed
national soil health certification, it would be important to ensure that healthy soil
certification could be attractive and offer recognition for farmers under the carbon
certificates. On the other hand, it would also be interesting to ensure a better inclusion and
recognition of carbon removal certificates for the certification of healthy soils (so the other
way round too).

Finally, as regards Annex IlI, few adjustments and clarifications need to be considered,
especially the ad-hoc foot note (to exclude forest area) needs to be expanded to some other
principles.

Please find attached both documents including TC (Soil law main text and Soil law annex).

Yours sincerely,

Mihail DUMITRU
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