W Ref. Ares(2025)2266895 - 20/03/2025

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL

CLIMATE ACTION

Directorate A — Strategy, Analysis and Planning
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Brussels
CLIMA.A/YS

Alessandro Runci
Via Fausto Pesci, 47
00177 — Rome

Italy

Email: ask+request-15517-a3dbfedb@asktheeu.org

Your application for access to documents EASE 2025/1580

Dear Mr Runci,

We refer to your requests registered on 19 March 2025 under the above-mentioned reference
number.

In your application you request access to: “Details of this Directorate-General's spending
on external consultants for each of the last five financial years (2020-2024). Please also
provide a breakdown by year of which firms this money was spent with. ”

Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 30 May 2001 says that this regulation applies to existing documents in the possession of
the institution, “that is to say, documents drawn up or received by [the institution] and in
its possession, in all areas of activity of the European Union”.

Your request relates to information, which is not contained in any existing document, and
replying would involve compiling information from a number of different documents.
Therefore, your request will be treated as a request for information, in accordance with the
Code of Good Administrative Behaviour, and not under Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001
which applies only to existing documents.

I would therefore kindly refer you to the publicly available European Commission -Financial
Transparency System (FTS).

In accordance with Article 38 of the Financial Regulation, where the budget is implemented
under direct management, the Commission makes available information on recipients of
funds financed from the budget on the Financial Transparency System (FTS) portal. The
annual publications include information on EU funding managed by the Commission
Directorates-General (DGs) and Executive Agencies.
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Data on EU funding managed by Joint-Undertakings or Decentralised Agencies is however
not available on the portal.

Moreover, in line with Article 38(3) of the Financial Regulation no information is disclosed
on low value contracts (below 15 000 EUR), on education supports paid to natural persons
and other direct support paid to natural persons most in need, on financial support provided
through financial instruments for an amount lower than EUR 500 000, or where disclosure
risks threatening the rights and freedoms of the persons or entities concerned as protected by
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union or harming the commercial
interests of the recipients.

As of financial year 2020, the FTS portal also contains information on the persons and entities
implementing Union funds under the indirect management mode. In accordance with Article
38(4) of the Financial Regulation, these entities shall publish information on recipients in
accordance with their rules and procedures, to the extent that those rules are deemed
equivalent following the assessment carried out by the Commission. Information on the
recipients of funds implemented under indirect management is thus not currently centrally
published on the FTS portal but can be found on the websites of implementing partners.

As regards funds implemented under shared management, management authorities in the
Member States must publish information in accordance with sector-specific rules.

Information on shared management is therefore available on national and regional websites,
in accordance with sector-specific rules. As from 2028, for all programmes adopted under
and financed from the next multiannual financial frameworks, the Commission shall make
available on a centralised website information on recipients of funds under all management
modes. The scope of the information published for shared management funds will depend on
the content of sector-specific rules.

You may reuse public documents, which have been produced by the European Commission
or by public and private entities on its behalf based on the Commission Decision on the reuse
of Commission documents. You may reuse the document disclosed free of charge and for
non-commercial and commercial purposes provided that the source is acknowledged and that
you do not distort the original meaning or message of the document. Please note that the
Commission does not assume liability stemming from the reuse.

Yours faithfully,

Yvon SLINGENBERG
Director
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Electronically signed on 20/03/2025 11:19 (UTC+01) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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