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Subject: Your application for access to documents – GESTDEM 2022/2248 

 

Dear Mr. Stolton, 

 

We refer to your e-mail of 19 April 2022 in which you make a request for access to 

documents, registered on 19 April 2022 under the above-mentioned reference number.  

 

You request access to “a list of all European Commission staff that have received 

notifications from Apple that their devices, whether work or private, have been targeted 

by state-sponsored attackers”. 

 

1. Assessment of your request  

 

Having examined the documents requested under the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 

1049/2001 regarding public access to documents, I regret to inform you that your 

application cannot be granted, as disclosure is prevented by the exception to the right of 

access laid down in Article 4 of this Regulation. 

 

The documents which you seek to obtain contain sensitive information relating to 

cybersecurity measures put in place within the Commission in order to ensure the 

security and confidentiality of its information systems. Disclosing such information is 

likely to undermine the effectiveness of these measures. 

 

Moreover, the exemption provided by Article 4(1)(b) of the Regulation prohibits the 

disclosure of documents where such an action would undermine the protection of the 

privacy and integrity of the individual.  

 

2. Right of redress 

 

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make 

a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. 
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Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt 

of this letter to the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following address: 

 

European Commission 

Secretariat-General 

Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.C.1)  

BERL 7/076 

B-1049 Brussels 

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu  

Yours faithfully, 
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