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Brussels, 18 December 2024 

Mr Antoine Hasday 
Email: ask+request-15246-2c61efc8@asktheeu.org 

Ref. 24/2960 

Request made on: 25.11.2024 
Registered on: 26.11.2024 
Deadline extension: 17.12.2024 

Dear Mr Hasday, 

Thank you for your request for access to documents of the Council of the European Union.1 
 
I regret to inform you that access to document ST 15707/24 cannot be given for the reasons set 
out below.  
 
The requested document, drawn up by European External Action Service (EEAS), contains the 
EUNAVFOR MED Operation IRINI – six-monthly report for the period 1 April to 30 September 
2024. 
 
It is a classified document, bearing the classification "RESTREINT UE/EU RESTRICTED”, which 
means that the unauthorised disclosure of its contents could be disadvantageous to the interests of 
the European Union or of one or more of its Member States.2 
 
 
 

 
1  The General Secretariat of the Council has examined your request on the basis of the applicable rules: 

Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to 
European Parliament, Council and Commission documents (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43) and the specific 
provisions concerning public access to Council documents set out in Annex II to the Council's Rules of Procedure 
(Council Decision No 2009/937/EU, OJ L 325, 11.12.2009, p. 35). 

2  Council Decision of 23 September 2013 on the security rules for protecting EU classified information 
(2013/488/EU), OJ L 274, 15.10.2013, p. 1. 
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This report3 contains sensitive information aiming to facilitate the proper functioning of the 
Operation for the full implementation of the respective resolutions of the UN Security Council. It 
includes specific references to related assets and operating modalities and contains internal 
assessments of the situation in the area of operation of IRINI with regard to arms trafficking, oil 
smuggling and migrants smuggling trends. 
 
Following our consultations with the EEAS and given the sensitive nature of the requested report, 
the General Secretariat is of the opinion that the disclosure of document ST 15707/24 would harm 
the EU interests and potentially lead to negative reactions at Libyan and international levels, 
undermining the EU’s international relations. 
 
Moreover, since the document focuses on key operational details and elaborates on the strategic 
internal functioning, including on security measures, the disclosure of information pointing out 
potential weaknesses could be exploited for malicious purposes, with potential risks for current 
staff members, hence jeopardising EU’s and EUNAVFOR MED IRINI’s security standards and 
consequently undermining its successful implementation. Therefore, the release of this report to 
the general public could also cause prejudice to public interest as regards public security and 
defence and military matters. 
 
Consequently, access to the requested document cannot be granted.4 
 
We have also looked into the possibility of releasing parts of document ST 15707/24.5 However, 
since the information contained therein forms an inseparable whole, the General Secretariat is 
unable to give partial access. 
 
Pursuant to Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you may ask the Council to review this 
decision within 15 working days of receiving this reply. Should you see the need for such a review, 
you are invited to indicate the reasons thereof. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Fernando FLORINDO 

 
3  https://www.operationirini.eu/eunavformed-irini-presented-the-6-monthly-report-to-the-eu-military-committee/ 
 https://www.operationirini.eu/operation-eunavfor-med-irini-continues-to-ensure-compliance-with-the-un-

resolutions-on-the-arms-embargo-on-libya/  
4  Article 4(1)(a), first, second and third indent of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 
5  Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 
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