EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK

EUROSYSTEM

ECB-UNRESTRICTED

Christine LAGARDE

President

Mr. Alexander Fanta
Netzpolitik.org e.V.
Schoénhauser Allee 6-7
10119 Berlin

Germany

15 January 2024
Reference number: LS/CL/2024/10

Confirmatory application for public access to documents related to the communication with the

private sector on Digital Euro (second batch)

Dear Mr Fanta,

We refer to your confirmatory application of 16 November 2023 requesting the Executive Board of
the European Central Bank (ECB) to review the position of the Director General Secretariat, dated
15 November 2023 LS/PS/23/42 and to be granted access to the entirety of documents No. 5 and 9,
and the limited redacted parts of document No. 4, 6 and 8 (please see the Annex).

On 13 December 2023, in line with Article 8(2) of Decision ECB/2004/3", the ECB informed you that
the time limit for responding to your confirmatory application had to be extended by 20 working days
due to the need to consult the author of the third-party documents in accordance with Article 4(4) of
Decision ECB/2004/3.

' Decision ECB/2004/3 of the European Central Bank of 4 March 2004 on public access to European Central Bank
documents (OJ L 80, 18.3.2004, p. 42).
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In the light of recent publicly available information on the topic of this request? and having informed
and obtained the confirmation of the third-party involved, Banco Santander, S.A, on 28 December
2023, the exception laid down in the first indent of Article 4(2) Decision ECB/2004/3 protecting
commercial interest of a natural or legal person no longer applies to the relevant documents. As a
result, we hereby inform you that the Executive Board confirms full disclosure and access can be
granted to the entirety of documents No. 5 and 9, and to the limited redacted parts of document No. 4,

6 and 8 (please see the Annex).

Redaction of Personal Data

Please note that, where applicable, parts containing personal data of staff members of the ECB or of
third parties have been redacted, together with any information that would make the data subjects
identifiable. Personal data are protected by Article 4(1)(b) of Decision ECB/2004/3 in conjunction with
Article 9 of Regulation (EU) 2018/17253 which stipulates that, for the transfer of personal data, the
recipient must establish a necessity to have personal data transmitted.

For easy reference, the documents annexed to this Letter are made available by the ECB in the
Public Register.

Final remarks

Please note that, in line with Article 10 of Decision ECB/2004/3, “Documents released in accordance
with this Decision shall not be reproduced or exploited for commercial purposes without the ECB’s

prior specific authorisation. The ECB may withhold such authorisation without stating reasons.”

Yours sincerely,

[signed]
Christine Lagarde

ECB President

2 Information published by the European Commission: feedback on the European Commission proposal for a regulation
on the establishment of the digital euro. Please see: htips://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-requlation/have-your-
say/initiatives/13392-A-digital-euro-for-the-EU_en

3 Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies
and on the free movement of such data and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC
(OJ L 295,21.11.2018, p. 39).

¢ See the ‘Digital Euro’ section of the documents released under public access regime.

2



https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13392-A-digital-euro-for-the-EU_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13392-A-digital-euro-for-the-EU_en
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/digital_euro/html/index.en.html
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ANNEX
No. of document | Description of document Disclosure Exception/Comments
4 Banco Santander, S.A. — E-mail to (at the time) Full Disclosure subject to redaction of personal data - Public —
Executive Board member Fabio Panetta Available at:
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access to documents/docume
nt/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023 0050 email San
tander reflections digital euro20230201.en.pdf
5 (Attachment to Doc. No. 4) Banco Santander, S.A. — | Full Public — Available at:
Paper - Reflections on the design of the digital euro https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access to documents/docume
nt/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023 0050 Santander
reflections design digital euro202301.en.pdf
6 Banco Santander, S.A. — E-mail to President Full Disclosure subject to redaction of personal data - Public —
Christine Lagarde Available at:
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access to documents/docume
nt/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023 0050email Sant
ander ECB President20230201.en.pdf
Address Postal address
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https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_email_Santander_reflections_digital_euro20230201.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_email_Santander_reflections_digital_euro20230201.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_email_Santander_reflections_digital_euro20230201.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_Santander_reflections_design_digital_euro202301.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_Santander_reflections_design_digital_euro202301.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_Santander_reflections_design_digital_euro202301.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050email_Santander_ECB_President20230201.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050email_Santander_ECB_President20230201.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050email_Santander_ECB_President20230201.en.pdf
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Banco Santander, S.A. — E-mail to President Full Disclosure subject to redaction of personal data - Public —

Christine Lagarde Available at:
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access to documents/docume
nt/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023 0050 email_San
tander ECB_President20230630.en.pdf

(Attachment to Doc. No. 8) Banco Santander, S.A. — | Full Public — Available at:

Paper - Reflections on the design of the digital euro

https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access to documents/docume
nt/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023 0050 Santander

reflections digital euro infrastructure technology202306.en.

pdf



https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_email_Santander_ECB_President20230630.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_email_Santander_ECB_President20230630.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_email_Santander_ECB_President20230630.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_Santander_reflections_digital_euro_infrastructure_technology202306.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_Santander_reflections_digital_euro_infrastructure_technology202306.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_Santander_reflections_digital_euro_infrastructure_technology202306.en.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/access_to_documents/document/pa_document/shared/data/ecb.dr.par2023_0050_Santander_reflections_digital_euro_infrastructure_technology202306.en.pdf
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